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Editorial 

Welcome to the 200th issue. 

Journal No 1 was issued in August 1951. 
Our 100th issue was dated September/ 
October 1972. So here we are with the 
200th in January/February 1991, nearly 40 
years down the track. 

In that 40 years the Association as a 
whole has had its ups and downs, and so has 
Journal. One thing, however, has remained 
constant - our contributors. Without you 
we would not have a Journal. Even so, 
sometimes the Branch Notes take up most 
of the issue. 

Probably this is not a bad thing. At least 
we are communicating with the members - 
even if some of them get their Branch Notes 
twice. However, we still need an input from 
other members. The regular contributors to 
Journal are a very small proportion of our 


membership - and | guess that is par for the 


course in any club or association. 

So, how about it? Can you contribute 
something for Journal, for the Association 
as a whole? I would be very glad to receive 
anything from a want ad to a series of 
| articles, or a cartoon to a plan. Give us a 
little bit of your time and effort, and 
Journal will be able to go up again in this 
new decade. 


Rex Little 


On the Cover 


This is a scene from the Macarthur Dis- 
trict MRC’s modular layout as displayed at 
the 1990 NSW Branch Exhibition. 


Photo Jack Parker 


My apologies to Tim Shenton for a 
wrong credit of last issue’s cover photo- 
graph. I wrongly credited it to Alan Mck- 
enna. It was actaully taken by Tim Shen- 
ton. Also we had printing problems last 
issue which did not do the photo credit.. 
Roger Lloyd 


- Notice 


This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements 
made or. opinions expressed in papers or 
discussions, nor do we necessarily sub- 
scribe to the views expressed or implied by 
contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or 
practice of advertisers herein. This publi- 


cation reserves, at all times, the right to 


refuse acceptance of any matter considered 
unsuitable for publication. 
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From the 
Managing Editor 


Well, we have reached a milestone in 
this, out 200th issue. Will we reach an- 
other 200 issues? Indeed, should we reach 
another 200? Is it now time to take stock 
and re-examine just where model rail- 
roading is heading in Australia? 

Should we have two national model 
railway associations in a country this 
small? The USA with its much greater 
‘ge tp seems to have only one. Per- 

aps our two national associations should 
merge to forma stronger lobby group for 
the hobby, both for common standards 
among the manufacturers and with the 
government on such matters as sales tax 
and import duties. For this to happen, 
Australia’s railway magazine would need 
to stand alone but I am sure that this 
excellent publication would continue to 
prosper without the backing of an associa- 
tion. 

Of course, for the two associations to 
merge, some egos would need bringing 
back to size. I am just waiting for the 
Exocet missiles to start lobbing on my 
house for just thinking this heresy! 


Continued page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

Where would this leave the existing 
State branches? Perhaps a structure similar 
to the RSL would fit the bill. The RSL is 
a national association which lobbies for the 
interests of ex servicemen. Then there are 
the sub branches which are more con- 
cerned about the social aspects. In our 
case, we would have the national associa- 
tion for policy matters, lobbying etc and 
the state sub branches which wo provide 
facilities such as layouts, libraries etc. 

Whatever happens in the future, we will 
not forge ahead with an apathetic attitude 
of ’she’ll be right mate’. Here in the Vic- 
torian Branch, most of the membership is 
growing older but there is an encouraging 
- in that we have recently had an influx 
of junior members who are at least taking 
an active interest in the branch. 

I know I have posed many questions in 
this missive. I don’t have all the answers 
but it would take a lot of goodwill and 
cooperation among the modellers of this 
country. Your thoughts through pop valve 
would be welcome. 

Back to this issue. As promised, we 
have some items dealing with the past and 
a variety of general articles. I am in the 
happy position of being able to hold over 
rin articles for the next issue. See you 
then. 


Roger Lloyd 


Proof reading a submission to Journal 
revealed the words ’...Monthly General 
Maating...’. This was very quickly cor- 


rected, blimey, what sort of a club do you 
think we are? 


MLL LLVAN ID PFI, 
TR, 
GML 
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Federal President’s Annual Report - 1990@ 


In Presenting this feport to the 39th 
Annual General Meeting of the Federal 
Committee, it is‘pleasing to be able to say 
that the past 12.ménths to the end of 


‘August 1990 were most successful, with a 


pleasing increase in new members. 

Our current membership is at this date, 
renewals 809, but there appears to be some 
192 members still unfinancial. I trust that 
those members will return their renewal 
forms to the Registrar as soon as possible. 
If the Association was to increase by the 
Same number of members next year, we 
will achieve a life long ambition of our 
previous Federal President, Keith Wilcox, 
to have more than 1000 members listed in 
our Association across Australia. 

The Federal COM last year introduced 
a membership drive to enable branches to 
increase their member numbers. I am pleased 
to announce that the past 12 months’ drive 
has proven successful for the Victorian and 
Western Australian Branches, each receiv- 
ing the incentive of $100 towards Branch 
funds, as noted last year, come on other 
States. 

So this year, the Federal COM has 
decided to continue the membership drive 
for a further year, and to be conducted in 
the same manner as last year. 

The annual Balance Sheet, as presented 
by Ken Edwards, shows the Federal COM 
funds to be financially sound, despite 
continuing cost in¢reases as experienced by 
most of us today. During the past 12 
months the Federal’ COM was able to 


purchase a portable computer to help Vicprint 


prepare the necessary information for Journal 
when required. 

I would like to take this op ortunity of 
thanking the retiring Feder! COM for 
their support and diligence applied to their 
respective tasks at hand, which has made 
my place as President so much easier. 

Once again, I would like to congratulate 
Roger Lloyd, Rex Little and the ’Vicprint’ 
team of workers for their efforts with the 
production, presentation and distribution 
of Journal throughout Australia. I would 
like to especially thank the small number of 
contributors to Journal on the high quality 
of articles supplied and presentation, such 
as drawings. so please continue sending 
those articles of information into Journal, 
for without them Journal would not be able 
tO exist. 

I would like to congratulate Mr Simon 
Mead on being elected President of the 
Western Australian Branch, and would like 
to extend to him any help that the Federal 
COM may be able to give. 

Also, the Federal COM wish to extend 
to Mr Ted Thoday, our best wishes on his 
retirement from the Western Australian 
Branch Committee, and also to thank Mr 
Thoday for the many past years of service 
and knowledge shared with sag members 
in that Branch, and also with the Federal 
COM at different times over many years. 

In conclusion, | would like to take this 
Opportunity of wishing all members and 
their families, a prosperous and happy 
modelling new year. 


Brian Tyson 


‘ 
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Secretary’s Desk 


The AMRA Federal Committee 39th 
Annual General Meeting was held on 9 
November 1990 at the Rockdale NSW 
Clubrooms, and because of insufficient 
nominations, an election was not required. 
Nominations received for the 1990/91 
Committee of Management were as fol- 
lows: 

B Tyson - President 

G Larmour 

H Gibson 

K Edwards 

N Read 

K Wall 

Each accepted a seat on the COM. 


The incoming President, Brian Tyson, © 


appointed the following: 

Vice President - G Larmour 

Secretary - H Gibson 

Treasurer - K Edwards 

Registrar - N Read 

Committeeman (person?) - K Wall 

Co-opted members - P J Lee - Members 
File Co-ordinator 

Denice Tyson - 
Assistant Registrar 

General Business 

Discussion of AMRA’s 40th year, ad- 
vertising of AMRA Security and related 
problems, President exhorted members to 
flood Roger with suitable articles for the 
200th Journal. 

Already announced but confirmed at 
the AGM, the COM felt that the just 
expired membership drive was so well 
supported that another one for 1990/91 has 
been launched. Details are as follows: 

Targets 

Queensland - 25 

New South Wales - 50 

Victoria - 50 3 

Western Australia - 40 

Financial 

$100 to the Branch, and two years’ free 
membership to the new member. 

In recent issues of Journal, 197 and 198, 
Philip Urwin and Editor Rex Little each 
had serious words on "Trains - retaining 
possession of’, and caused me to rake out 
dormant thoughts and past experience. I do 
hope that Philip and Rex had your atten- 
tion too, but how many members are 


concerned, that is concerned enough, to 
make it harder (still) for the ’getting it 
cheap’ brigade to get that gear? 

Thanks to Phil and Rex, I delved for a 
scheme that could be of additional help to 
AMRA, Australia wide. The Federal COM 
has listened, offered critical comments, and 
now it’s over to the members for discus- 
sion. 

Points to consider - the smaller the ID 
the better, to suit some of the space limiting 
spots. One way, to use my name as an 
example, would require five units, as against 


my licence number. of nine units. (The 
NSW Police Neighbourhood Watch system | 


uses driver’s licence numbers.) Mine is 
NSW A##$*&. May I say at this point, the 
NSW Police advise not to obliterate a 
current ID as it can create ’suss’. Rather, 
if possible, put a line through the ID to 
cancel it. Back to the subject, five units 
appear thus - ANO73 - A (AMRA), N 
(NSW), 073 - if the 197? membership list 
had been used. 

Why A? It would leave an opening for 
kindred clubs to join in. N? My state. Q - 
Queensland, N - NSW and ACT, V - 
Victoria, T- Tasmania, S - SA and NT and 
W - WA. Also a quick lead as to where the 
article came from. As well, it’s gonna be an 
ickle while afore we tot’s up 1000 members 
in any one state. That could be proven 
wrong, of course. Using a designated list, 
each member could count up their own 
number in their state. After that list, each 
new member would have to be given a 
number, possibly through the Journal? 

Branches are targets too, as we have 
learned, so a number, e.g. and sub 
branches 998, etc, could be allocated (a 
reason for using state initials). 

How it can be used - on a loss, the 
member could contact the Branch and 
Federal COMs, plus any local shows, auctions 
and may be trade-in shops with description 
and number. The Federal COM could 
oo it in Journal, and possibly notify 

ranches. Even models can travel. 

Private sale - number on receipt should 
suffice, and it’s up to parties concerned as 
to method of cancelling. 

Publicly - at a stall or auction - the 
number should be given on the description 
sheet that’s filled in for the stall holder/ 
auctioneer, and may be a sticker or a tag 


on the article to inform the buyer. 

It is felt by the COM that the interme- 
diary (stallholder/auctioneer, etc) has enough 
to do when the pace is fast, so the seller has 
an obligation to see that their ID goes on 
that sheet. Norm’s (Registrar) crystal ball 
is in short supply. 

I have never forgotten the cry of help 
from a distraught father when his son’s 
pride and joy - a Lima 38 loco - strayed into 
someone elee's roundhouse. It wasn’t wearin 
an ID. I had all members in mind when 
set out to do this, and hope that’s the way 
it is considered. 

This may sound involved and a lot of 
work, and I thought so at first, too. However, 
once such a scheme is set up, the only 
AMRA work is when a member(s) lose 
their equipment. No loss, no work, buuut 
----?? Prevention is better than cure, but 
some help is better than none when some- 


_ thing goes wrong. 


I discussed these notes with a fellow 
member, just to keep me on a workable 
track, and here’s another ‘preventive’ 
thought. On a sign in public view - "The 
equipment on this exhibit (or even home 
layout) carries an ID that is registered with 
an Australia wide anti-theft program’. As 
a deterrent I liked it. Publicity can be our 
best ally. 

Thanks (another) Phil. He also remarked, 
is it worth being in AMRA to get this sort 
of help?’. Fair thought - what is the cost of 
peervsneneye what is the value of the 
equipment? 

How now, members, are you interested 
in more security, do you want it, or am I 
flogging a shunter up a mountain? As Rex 
said, it’s your rolling stock Ralph (Ral- 

hene). No replies - dead engine, good 
eed back and the COM has steam in the 
boiler. 

One way or another, members will be 
kept informed of progress. 

See what you get when I didn’t get 
retrenched? 

Suffer, but NOT in silence, please - no 
or go, but let us know, along with your 
comments. 

Harry Gibson 


Federal Secretary 


The Early Days Before AMRA 


In Volume 4, Issues Nos 2 and 3, I wrote 
on the Australian Model Railway Associa- 
tion, its Formation and Progress. with the 
able assistance of Rick Richardson, These 
articles detailed the early years of AMRA, 
and the information is available in the 
bound volumes of Journal in the Victorian 
Branch Library, to which I donated my 
collection of both Journal and the Buyer’s 
Guide. 

In fact, I feel that the first ideas about 
AMRA took place much earlier than is 
suggested in the aforementioned articles. 
In common with a lot of others of my age 
group, | had some service in the Army, 
prior to and early in World War 2, but was 
discharged medically unfit in February 1942, 
without getting out of Australia!! 


and 


by Tim Dunlop 


At that time, I was in 0 gauge, having 
started with Hornby clockwork, in about 
1937, and then becoming the proud posses- 
sor of two Lionel Hudsons, plus assorted 
items of American and English passenger 
and goods stock, but even then, I had to 
run US and British separately, the only 
a in common was the gauge of the 
track. 

At a visit to the , | met J H 
(Robbie) Robinson, who took me in hand 
one the sag: Robbie lived in Croxton, 

lived in Preston, both reasonably 
adjacent northern suburbs, and he knew 
some other railway modellers in the same 


area, namely, Ernie Dean, Laurie Fletcher, 
Les Baxter, Frank Flynn, Gordon Brown 


and Ray Gregory. 

It was not long before we formed a small 
model railway club, known as the Victorian 
Pacific RR (VPR), and had regular meet- 
ings, usually every week, at one another’s 
homes, where the emphasis was on helping 
the host member with his layout, rolling 
stock or equipment. Robbie, a staunch 
advocate of standards, seemed to know just 
about every railway modeller in Melbourne, 
and we paid many visits to various layouts, 
including the Balwyn Pacific RR (BPR) 
owned by one K N (Bill) Lowry. 

In between times, Robbie took us all in 
hand, and instructed us in the finer points 

Continued page4 
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Events Leading to Issue 200 of Journal 


by Norm Read 


When I was asked to take a temporary position on the Federal Committee in 1968, I did not expect to write the history 
of the first 100 issues in September/October 1972, let alone still be on the COM to write and to come up with the 


story of the next 100 issues. 


I have been spending considerable time going back through all the records in my possession endeavouring to record 
all who have been a member of the Association. There are some blank spaces at present, particularly 1966/67. 
However, I thought it may be of interest to list early members listed as Foundation members in chronological order. 


Continued from page 3 

of modelling 0 gauge (1/4” to 1” scale) 
rolling stock, track laying, point making 
and wood work. So, we learned to draw 
plans, cut wood and tinplate (from old fruit 
tins), how to solder, and the problems of 
two-rail, all under Robbie’s eagle eye, and 
his war cry of "BE ACCURATE’. 

He frequently referred to the National 
Model Railroad Association, and the work 
they were doing with model railway stan- 
dards in the USA, and bemoaned the fact 
that currency restrictions meant he could 
not obtain membership. At this time, I was 
corresponding with Courtland Christiani, 
American Vice-Consul in Perth, who I was 
able to assist with films for his camera, and 
blocks of chocolate, which were in some- 
what short supply in Perth. When Court- 
land heard about our wish to become 
NMRA members, he signed me up with 
NMRA. to represent the group, and even- 
tually a stack of their literature arrived in 
Melbourne. 

ie = (YFR) was invited 2 Hieis 
a model railway layout at an A Mode S 
Exhibition to Be held at the Melbourne 
Town Hall, in aid of the Missions to 
Seamen. We commenced work on a layout, 
using NMRA Standards and two-rail. At 
the request of the Missions to Seamen, 
Austral Bronze produced enough of their 
702 brass section (for kitchen cupboard 
slides) to complete the layout. All the track 
was spiked to individual sleepers and, of 
course, laid to NMRA standards. This was 
a small layout, a small station with a 
pessne loop and a couple of sidings, 
scenicked, and the usual bunch of storage 
sidings at the back. 

It became obvious that variations in 
operational standards, i.e. wheel treads 
and flanges, back to back distance and 
couplers of VPR members’ rolling stock 
and motive power would have to be ad- 
justed to permit reasonably smooth opera- 
tion. Fortunately, Les Baxter was a tool- 
maker by trade, and he instigated a number 
of ideas which produced the desired result, 
needless to say, we were wrapped! Yapt 

Quite a lot of discussion took place over 
the succeeding years, about the desirability 
of Australian Standards for model railways 
in this country, but, as NMRA seemed to 
fill the bill, nothing much was done, even 


though we built a much larger layout for 
another exhibition, again in aid of the 
Missions to Seamen. 


Having moved to Warrnambool in Jul 
1947, as the result of correspondence wit 
a number of model railway friends, the 
concept of AMRA developed, with pre- 
liminary meetings being held at K N (Bill) 
Lowry’s home in Hawthorn on my return 
to Melbourne, primarily to prepare Austra- 
lian model railway standards, and, more 
importantly, assist the scratchbuilder. In 
those early discussions, we envisaged a 
maximum membership of 50!! | 

Now, 40 years later, WOW!!! 
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HO Tim Dunlop 
0 K N Lowry 


105 Blake Street, Reservoir N19 Vic 
3 Caroline Street, Hawthorn East E3 Vic D 


Treas EWR Dean 272 George Street, Fitzroy N6 Vic 


Pres On2-1/2 C E Richardson 18 Lesley Street, Burwood E13 Vic * 
Edit 0 E Mainka 12 Flora Grove, Ivanhoe N21 Vic D 
A/Treas B L McClure 227 Highfield Road, Burwood E13 Vic 

A/Sec 0 D J McFadden Kangaroo Ground Vic 

SIM 0 A Lowry — ‘3 Caroline Street, Hawthorn East E3 Vic 

S/M HO BL McFadden Kangaroo Ground Vic 


Retailer W W Gardner 


0) L Baxter 85 Thackeray Road, Reservoir N19 Vic 

0 W GL Cartwright Geelong Grammar School, Geelong Vic 
0 P W Duckett 69 Howitt Road, Caulfield SE7 Vic 

583 Olive Street, Albury NSW 

Australian Model Craft Co Box 118, Albury NSW 
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0 A R Stanbury 3 Langham Terrace, Unley SA 
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0 N Read 1 Augusta Street, Strathfield NSW a 
0 0 Gauge House 5 Curt Street, Ashfield NSWD 
S/IM 0 B Crilly 12 Burrows Street, Middle Brighton S5 Vic 
0 JR Brown’ 12 The Promenade, Cheltenham NSW D 
0 E D Marsden 51 Waverley Street, Belmore NSW 
O F B McConnell 69 Mintaro Avenue, Strathfield NSW “ 
0 GJ Morris 2 Cobbity Avenue, Enfield NSW 


Manufacturer Fleet Scale Model Railway Equipment 
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Manufacturer F Hensen Rutherford Street, Avoca Vic 

HO H W Whittle 159 Military Road, Semaphore SA 

00 Dr S Suggitt 20 Henry Street, Ascot Qld D 
0 JO Watherspoon 30 Dudley Parade, Canterbury E7 Vic 


2a Marsh Street, Arncliffe 
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A W Ducat 1/65 Alexandra Avenue, South Yarra Vic 

A J Houston 92 Madeline Street, Clayton Vic D 
0 P J M Eldering 33 Miller Street, Glenhuntley SE9 Vic 

0 Robilt jProducts 218 Bay Road, Sandringham S8 Vic : 
HO ES Charman 26 Palmer Street, Clayton Vic 

0 C L Craig 11 Munro Street, North Kew ES Vic 

0 J H Robinson 9 Gregory Terrace, Brisbane Qid D 


HO 
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Retailer B G Hearn 316 Balwyn Road, North Balwyn E9 Vic 


* 


u* 


D 


Continuous membership 
Broken period of membership 
The members that I am aware are deceased 
I wonder if any of our present members can supply any information about any of the 


above. 


Only nine of the above would have received the 100th issue and of the 555 members 


at the time Issue 100 was produced, 110 of that number are still members for the 200th 
issue of Journal. 


As to Journal itself, the next 100 issues had more ups and downs than a big dipper, 


and at times rather stormy. In fact, I think that it was only due to the dedication of a 
handful of stalwarts that Journal survived. 


Issue 100 was still the Editor and 
has continued in that post until the present 
day. Jack Treseder was the Publisher, Dot 
Tresede! T the typist, Stuart_ Westerman 

vertising Manager and printing by Maskell 
and Blake. 

Feelers were put out in Journal 103 for 
a new publisher and typist and with Issue 
108, a new publisher is listed and also the 
possibility of new printers. They were to do 
109, but this all ended up a fiasco and 109 
did not appear until many moons later. 

Journal 110 and Rex is not only Editor, 
but also publisher, copy was prepared by 
Eastern Typesetters and printed by Senti- 
nel Times, formerly Maskell and Blake, 
who had been consumed by one of the Big 
City Newspapers. 

This had the effect of Journal being 
printed when it could be fitted in. 

Maurie McKinnon’s name appears again, 
this time as publisher from issue 111 and 
because of the jump in printing costs, we 
go to four issues per year. 

In the credits in Journal 115, Dot Tre- 


seder’s name reappears as typist, Bill Moore 


Pi the artwork and Heather Grieg for cover 
esigns. 

The October/September 1975, Journal 
117, in Secretary’s Desk, | made mention 
of a castle class loco that had been intended 
for completion for our 74 exhibition; well 
it has advanced very little in the ensuing 
years. 

Journal 123, March/April 1977, we 
predicted returning to six issues again per 
year, but for many reasons only five hit the 
deck. 

Issue 127, January/February 1978, it was 
back to Eastern Typesetters, but issue 129 
shows as our typist. 

Issue 130 and has become 
the publisher and Journal 109 was finally 
printed and posted to all members financial 
at the time it should have appeared. 

In Journal 133, January/February 1979, 
we read that Geoff Chatwin has become 
Federal Registrar, having taken over from 
J , who had held that position for 
nine years. 

July/September, Journal 136, because 
of printing problems and increased costs, 
we are back to four issues per year again. 
This all led up to us getting a new printer, 
SNAP Printing, this also produced a change 
7 uae and size. Their first Journal was 

For good measure, 1981 was a year of 

ower strikes, blackouts and postal may- 
em. 

In 1982, Journal 147, F 
assumes the role of Advertising Manager. 


taking over from Stuart Westerman, who 
had held that fort for 10 years. 
Also in May 1982, Editor Rex had quite 


a period in hospital due to heart trouble, 
but somehow six issues were Svangy and 
M : 


the names of Yack Treseder an 
appeared in the Credits list. 

It may be mentioned here, that on several 
—— when aipriag. nee iy faster 
than our money in the bank. Keit wilcox 
and myself aia for some issues and were 
repaid when funds permitted. 

We know some said, why don’t you 
bump up the subs; well we felt that until 
such time as the issuing of Journal could be 
stabilised and not in the erratic manner in 
which it had been appearing, there could 
be member backlash. 
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Atany rate all of these factors led Roger 
Lloyd to have a brain wave, ‘why don’t we 
print Journal ourselves?’ After everyone 
got their breath back, after much counting 
up on fingers and a lot of chasing around 
for the necessary equipement by Gordon 
Duncan, the fantasy became fact and Jour- 
na , September/October 1982, became 
the first baby’ of the Victorian Branch 
Printing. The midwives Tim Dunlop, Roger 
Lloyd, Gordon D Ron Thomas, Jack 
Treseder and Ken Down. 
~'This was a very big step, and although 
the trade of printing is a four-year Tech 
course, a period of almost vicious criticism 
was hurled at all those involved in the early 
efforts. 

After a Constitution change, Gordon 
Duncan became Managing Editor, Editor 
Rex Little, Roger Lloyd as publisher and 
State Branches appointed Sub-Editors. 

Around this time Frank Sheeran ran out 
of spare time and Gordon Duncan assumed 
the role as Advertising Manager, as well as 
many other things he was involved in with 
Journal. 

The credits page of Journal 154, shows 


our typist ee ce ee 
McMullen (same typist only a change of 
name). 


Journal 158, January/February 1984, again 
changed format to our present style of Ad 
sheets side stapled. This method makes it 
easier to detach any Members’ File sheets 
included in Journal. But also as this time, 


the Association suffered a great loss with 
the untimely death of Barton Duncan. 


Tim Dunlop stepped in as Managing 
Editor and Elizabeth Secker as Advertising 
Manager. The printing team were becom- 


ing more adept and not so many boo boos. 

Ro assumes the Managing 
Editor’s position with Journal 164 in 1985. 
That Journal also records a change of Federal 
Secretary for the first time since October 
1968. Phil Kelly took that position and | 
switched to Federal Registrar. The SRA 
had Darryl Musgrove flat chat with the 
computorised timetables and the Registrar’s 
work was falling behind. 

Production now runs on an even keel 
most of the time. Issue 174 shows Chris 
Berry doing the paste-up, but in Journal 
176 it is back to Roger Lloyd. 

In Issue 181 some feelers were put out 
regarding desk top publishing, but as no 
firm figures were produced, Federal COM 
were not exactly enthused. 

John Harry appears in the Credits in 
Issue 183 doing the layout. For the uniti- 
ated, this consists of cutting up all the typed 
strips and laying it out in page format on 
waxed sheets, Fesstings and art work all 
have to be juggled around, so that the 
whole page becomes ready for the printer. 
It is a time consuming job and needs some 
practice. 

Journal 182 records as a 
new Federal Secretary. Likewise, in Jour- 
nal 188, Brian Tyson takes over the reigns 
as Federal President, Kei ilcox having 
held that position from the AGM in No- 
vember 1978. Ken Edwards, our current 
Treasurer, was elected to that position at 
the same AGM. 

Another change in its hectic career was 
in the production of Journal 192, Septem- 
ber/October. the Victorian Branch purchased 
the necessary equipment to do desk top 
publishing. Again this is a technique that is 
not acquired in five minutes. We do hope 
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more than one person will learn all the 
tricks in its operation. 

To obviate the need to transport the 
computer between Roger and Helen, the 
Federal COM purchased a second machine. 
Helen now posts the tapes to Roger, who 
then juggles all that information around to 
form the pages of Journal. 

Bob Marsden volunteered to learn to 
operate the printing press, thus relieving 
Roger of some of this chore. 

All in all, Journal comes into ee by 
the hard work of a small percentage of the 
membership. 

There are three common themes run- 
ning through all issues. 

1 Membership participation in sup- 
plying copy - it will never come out of thin 
air, or by wishful thinking. 

2 Pay renewals promptly. 

3 Advise Federal Registrar of any 
address change. 

But I am sorry to say all three, largely 
fall on ‘deaf ears’. 

Several themes have been introduced 
during this segs but have lapsed due to 
lack of feedback by members, nevertheless 
our thanks go to all of those members who 
have taken the time to put pen to ee a in 
numerous ways, to fill the space between 
the front and back covers with items of 
varied interest. 

Every publication has the right to accept 
or reject copy submitted for publication, 
but where it approaches being libellous or 
facts are grossly distorted in trying to score 
points, such do not have a place in Journal. 

There is another important group who 
must be mentioned, the ones who get the 
printed article to the Post Office. 

When Journal was commercially printed, 
Jack Treseder attended to this from the 
lists supplied by the Registrar. The ad- 
dressing of the envelopes was by means of 
addressograph plates, but as it was impos- 
sible to keep these up to the minute, many 
were hand written. 

Later in this period under review, Bob 


_ Edwards took over this task of addressing 


and posting. 

When ’VICPRINT’ came into being, a 
new ball game was needed, the collating 
and stapling of the printed sheets. 

Ron Thomas has been the main organ- 
iser of this activity and Ken Down handled 
the preparation of the envelopes sorted 
into post code sequence. 

Ron and his merry men are a pretty 
good team. I do not know whether at times 
they get too merry, because we receive 
some strangely collated Journals. But by 
jingo, when volunteers are so thin on the 
ground, you do not sack them for such 
capers. 

Several years ago Bri began 
keeping all our records on computer, and 
this has enabled the printing of address 
labels. We do endeavour to get these down 
to Melbourne by the 10th of the ODD 
months, but always there are some strag- 
glers of renewals, changes of address, etc, 
and these generally required STD calls, 
although since Ken Down had to retire 
from postal supervisor, his successor Bob 
Dall can be faxed, but if we go back to 
‘laments’ 2 and 3, even that should not be 
necessary. 

Will there be an Issue 300? In such a fast 
changing world, only time will tell. 


LS 
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Port Able - An 0 Gauge Layout in an Ammunition Box @ 


by Richard Gutteridge _ 1 


Port Able is a fully operational 0 gauge layout which 
fits comfortably into an old ammunition box 26” (66cm) 
long, 13” (33 cm) wide and 7” (18 cm) high. A similar 
box carries the rolling stock and the controller. Thus it 
is possible to have an 0 gauge layout even if you live 
in a very small space and since one can readily carry the : ; 
layout in one hand and the rolling stock in the other, ee 
one can take your railway with you when you go : 
visiting. 

Obviously an 0 gauge layout 26” long and 13” wide 
is pretty constricted, but when it is opened out to three CdR AC Ey PSR Meus abe — . eT 
times this length, a layout is possible that will give hours Above. The two ammumition boxes containing layout, controller plus 
of fun with a single loco and a few freight cars. loco and rolling stock. Hammer gives size. 

This basis for this extremely portable layout was a Below. Layout partially unfolded . 


stout wooden ammunition box, which came with some 
tools that I purchased at a ’trash and treasure’ market 
two or three years ago. This box was strongly made and 
had rope handles at each end. It seemed to cry out to 
be used as the basis for a layout. However, the inside 
méasurements were 24” long, 11” wide and 4-1/2” high 
seemed more applicable to N or Z gauge, but I just 
happen to prefer 0 gauge. 

I decided that I could use the lid as the base for a 
board a shade under 24” long and 10-1/2” wide and that 
I could hinge two similar boards to this to give a total 
working area of 5°11” long and 10-1/2” wide. These 
three boards could be folded together into the box when 
not in use. The carpentry was simple as each board was 
made of a single piece of 1” thick pinus, which required 
no bracing of any sort. the layout has been in pretty 
constant use for over two years, and is still as strong as 
the day it was built, in spite of many foldings and 
unfoldings. 


ae 2, 


Above. Port Able layout set up. Hammer gives size. 
Below. Port Able in outside operation in summer dry weather only. : 


cay Sears 


Above. General view of 
Port Able. 
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Below. Ammunition box containing con 
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hinged to this board, BUT the hinges were 
raised on small packing pieces of wood 3/ 
8” thick, which were screwed and Ar- 
aldited to the pinus baseboards. This en- 
sured that the two baseboard pieces swing 
away from each other as they were folded 
closed. 

The next joint away from the lid was 
hinged BELOW the baseboards. This meant 
that the outer board hinged back against 
the middle board, which in turn folded 
back onto the first board, which was at- 
tached to the lid of the box. The lid and the 
beards could then be closed into the box 


. Loco escape track will only accommodate loco 6-8 inches (15-20 cm) long. 
. Runaround loop takes one bogie or two 4 wheeled cars. 

. Freight depot siding can take two bogie and one 4 wheeled car. 

. Industry siding takes one bogie or two 4 wheeled cars. 

. Car float can carry two bogie or four 4 wheeled cars. 


. Track between A (on left hand side) and B (the entrance to frei 
accommodate one loco plus two bogie or four 4 wheeled freight cars. 
. Mainline” track between D and E will only accommodate two bogie freight cars (or four 4 wheeled cars). 
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5. fthrek 
PAdany 


ea pPeEce 


Sit as 


proper. 

The hinge between the middle and outer 
boards needs no packing as the board edges 
swing away from each other and away from 
any track laid on these two baseboards. 
The carpentry is very simple, requiring 
only that the ends of the boards be cut to 
a true right angle and that the hinges be laid 
dead parallel to the edges of the base- 
boards. Experience showed that the boards 
folded easier and fitted better if the lid was 
laid flat on the table and the boards fold 
onto this. The box was then lowered onto 
the lid. 

So we now have a WOrRIES area of 5711” 
long and 10-1/2” wide on which to design 


FREIGHT Depot Sio0in4. 
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a layout that will be complex enough to 
sustain interest and simple enough to fit 
into this confined space. This implies more 
than a simple fan of sidings. Firstly one 
needs a fiddle yard to give a source of 
incoming traffic and a destination for 
departing wagons. Then one needs sidings 
facing in both directions to complicate 
shunting and then since the layout was 
intended to have only ’one engine in steam’, 
a runaround loop was essential and, of 
course, a bit of mainline was very desir- 
able. Port Able has all these. 

In one way, a fiddle yard is a bit of a 
waste of track as a lot of interesting opera- 
tion occurs ‘off stage’ and is therefore 
hidden from sight. With this in mind | 
moved the fiddle yard to the front of the 
layout and called it a ’car float’. Car floats 
were featured in the May/June 1985 issue 
of Scale Model Trains in an article called 
Tuckamuk Harbour. To explain, in some 
parts of Europe and the USA railways have 
established isolated yards to service indus- 
tries and communities which are not con- 
nected to these railway systems, but are 
adjacent to navigatable waterways. These 
yards are serviced by train ferries or car 
floats which are barges with rail tracks on 
their decks. The car floats are moved about 
by tugboats to bring in and take away 
freight vehicles. In The Port Able layout, 
the car float is right at the front of the 
layout and much interesting operation occurs 
here. The car float has two tracks and can 
accommodate two bogie vehicles or 4 x 4 
wheelers. Locos are not permitted onto the 
car float because of their weight so an idler 
car is used to remove cars from the vessel. 
Complication number one! As a further 
complication, when four wheeled vehicles 
are being used, the float must be balanced, 
that is ave must only be a difference of 
one car between the two tracks so that one 
track must not have two cars on it and the 
other none or the car float might capsize. 
This adds a little difficulty to shunting 
moves. I did consider making the car float 
removable so that it could be taken away 
and replaced with a second float with a new 
load of cars, but in the interests of simplic- 
ity I attached the vessel to the baseboard. 

Between the car float and the next track 
towards the back of the model is a small 
strip of muddy blue/brown ’water’ to rep- 
resent the waterway on which the car float 
sails. The next track inwards is termed the 
mainline and has now become such now 
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that an extension has been added to the 
original Port Able layout. The next track 
towards the back of the layout and next to 
the inner edge is a siding which serves the 
Port’s major industry, a freight forwarding 
facility. This freight forwarding facility has 
two doors and during operation, it is speci- 
fied to which door vehicles are to be 
spotted. The mainline can also be used as 
an extra siding here as cars can be spotted 
opposite cars on the freight warehouse 
siding. It is imagined that the outer cars are 
loaded and unloaded through the inner 
cars by means of boards laid between the 
cars. 

There is a platform adjacent to the 
runaround loop and this can be used either 
as a perishable siding or for passenger 
traffic if this is desired. At the moment it 
is used for both and vehicles being loaded 
or unloaded here must be moved clear of 
the platform and the runaround loop when 

assenger trains are due. With a simple 
ayout like we have here, complication like 
the above add spice and interest. The 
runaround loop will accommodate one bogie 
or two four wheeled vehicles. There is a 
short siding at the front edge of the layout, 
at the opposite end to the car float, which 
serves an industry and this will accommo- 
date one bogie or two four wheeled ve- 
hicles. The Port Able line is worked by a 
single four wheeled diesel or steam loco 
with a maximum length of 8”. Lima locos 
are ideal, but a Triang four wheeled diese! 
shunter has been pressed into service during 
an electrical power failure. Track is Austral 
Bronze 702 section rail, which is very 
overscale, but allows the use of coarse scale 
wheels. All points have moving frogs and 
are based on the old Wrenn moving point 
turnout used in HO. These turnouts allow 
the use of any wheel standard from Hornby 
tinplate to AMRA/NMRA. The line has 
been used for Hornby trains and for finer 
scale British type four wheelers and US 
type bogie cars with NMRA wheels. 

It is important to realise that the dis- 
tance between the extreme left hand side of 
the loco escape track (A) and the turnout 
at the entrance to the freight forwarding 
depot (B) will take a loco AND two bogie 
vehicles. Similarly, the distance between 
(A) and the entrance to the siding to the car 
float (C) will also take a loco AND two 
bogie freight cars, but the length of ’Main- 
line’ track between the turnout at the right 
hand end of the runaround loop (D) and 
the right hand edge of the baseboard will 


car numbers and type on 
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erator cars, and the two 
flat cars, taking the 
loaded one from the float 
to the industry and tak- 
ing the empty flat from 
the industry to the car 
float. Also swap the box 
car from the car float 
with the box car at door 
2 at the freight forward- 
ing depot. If you can do 
that under 20 minutes, 
you are a pretty good 
shunter, so place yet 
another car on the lay- 
out opposite door | of 
the freight depot and set 
yourself another prob- 
lem. It is easy to make a 
pack of cards with freight 


each card, and if these 
are shuffled and dealt 
for the various sidings, 
your game is set up for 
you to play. If four eels 
wheeled cars are used, double the number 
of cars are involved and interest is greater. 
Also there is the extra piquency of having 
to balance the number of cars on the float. 

After | had operated Port Able for a 
while, I decided that a regular passenger 
service running through the shunting would 
introduce a further interest. So I added a 
2’ long piece of tramway type track to the 
right hand end of the layout. This line is 
inset into the roadway in true tramway 
fashion and only tramway passenger ve- 
hicles and locos are allowed on the tram- 
way track, so you can’t make your shunting 
problems easier by pushing an annoying 
freight vehicle up there out of the way. This 
tramway line "The Twatlington Tramway’ 
uses a diesel loco and a bogie open ended 
coach and must run around its train at Port 
Able where it uses the passenger platform. 
This platform, you will remember is also 
used as a perishable loading platform, so 
vehicles being loaded or unloaded here 
must be removed when a passenger train is 
due. When the tramway is running, the 
mainline is used as such and not as an extra 
siding for the freight depot. Normally | 
schedule a passenger train for once every 
hour, and if a scale hour is represented by 
five minutes of actual time, the regular pas- 
senger trains will keep you on your toes. I 
use an egg timer and I find that a pleasant 
bit of tension is added to my efforts to get 


Above. Port Able with back scene... 


my shunting done and the runaround loop 
clear before the ruddy thing ‘pings’, and 
the tram comes trundling through. the tram 
is crane shunted on its 2’ length of track 
after its return from Port Able. I have 
considered using the ammo box, which | 
normally use for rolling stock storage, for 
a further 6’x 1’ layout to allow a bit more 
mainline and the station of Twatlington. 
I’ve designed it, but perhaps the concept 
might get a little unwieldy. I have also built 
a simply plywood backing, with low relief 
building on it, to stand behind Port Able. 
This may be seen in some of the photos. 

The rolling stock box will carry the 
track, loco and rolling stock of the tram- 
way, as well as the loco and rolling stock 
of the Port Able section. However, if the 
tramway stock is included, the controller 
must be carried separately. 

Port Able has been shown at country 
meetings of the Hornby Collectors Asso- 
ciation of Australia and of VICGOG, the 
Victorian branch of the Gauge 0 Guild, 
where the offer to carry in a complete 0 

auge layout and rolling stock caused a 
ittle surprise, but the shunting problems 
caused a lot of interest and hilarity. It 
certainly proves that even in 0 gauge, a 
microlayout is possible. 


ONLY accommodate peigw Q-4-OT loco shunts car float. Note the balancing single cattle wagon on the far track of the car float. 


two bogie vehicles and 
NOT a loco as well as 
these two vehicles. 
To illustrate how 
the layout is operated, 
look at the diagram of 
Port Able. Let us 
assume that there is a 
flat car and a box car 
on the car float, a flat 
car at the left hand 
industrial siding and a 
refrigerator car at door 
1 and a box car at 
door 2 of the freight 
forwarding depot. 
There is a another box 
car on the ’mainline’ 
track opposite door 2 
and a refrigerator car 
at the perishable plat- 
form on the runaround 
loop. PROBLEM, 
swap the two refrig- 


The freight depot is in the background. 
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Out and About 


Late in October 1990, I spent a couple 
of weeks on a round trip Sydney to Ade- 
laide. Let me share with you the interesting 
points from a railway modeller’s viewpoint. 

First stop, WELLINGTON where the 
Station is in quite good condition, we 
arrived in time to see the afternoon up XPT 
come in from Dubbo - quite a few intending 
passengers waiting to embark. There is 
nothing much else left of a once extensive 
yard, but the row of tall palm trees guard- 
ing the one-time sight of loco long since 
removed to Dubbo. 

NARROMINE - station buildings intact 
and looking in reasonable condition, the 
yard has been torn to pieces and now 
consists only of the main line, a loop and 
connection to the silos. The turntable sits, 
intact, beside the main street, but is totall 
disconnected from all track other than a 6 
stub, pointed at the footpath. 

NYNGAN -: station buildings in good 
condition, again the yard has been largely 
uprooted, but there are still some sidings to 
cater for goods stock to and from the mines 
at Cobar. The goods shed still stands and 
is still in use. There is still a railmotor 
refuelling facility adjacent to the station. 
The township itself is very clean and tidy, 
no signs at all of the floods and hardships 
of earlier this year. 

COBAR - end of the now mainline - the 
original mainline, Nyngan to Bourke was 
closed earlier this year. The station build- 
ings are well kept, although the platform 
face appears to have been cut back for 
some reason. In the remains of the dock 
platform, were a number of bogie open 
wagons being loaded with bales of wool. 
The yard here appears to be largely intact, 
although over grown by 3’ of weeds. The 
turntable is both intact and usable, and is 
a cast steel type with an open top. a ’siding’ 
continues several kilometres on to the 
mines. The local museum is well worth a 
look, having been taken under the guid- 
ance of one of the people from the Power- 
house Museum. There are the remains of 
a rail line sags south from the town, 
between the mullock heaps of the old 
‘Great Cobar Mines’ and the Hillston Road. 
Does anyone know its purpose or history, 
or was it simply a means of disposing of 
spoil from the mine? 

WILCANNIA - on the Darling River. 
No railway ever reached this town, but the 
points of interest, other than some well 
preserved old buildings, are the lifting 
bridge, built to allow the passage of the 
Murray-Darling paddle steamers. Immedi- 
ately upstream of the bridge, lie the re- 
mains of the paddle steamer wharf com- 

lete with derrick. A new concrete bridge 
is being built across the river on the up- 
stream side of the old lift bridge. The locals 
have persuaded the RTA to build the new 
bridge deck at the same height as the old 
bridge, so as not to ruin the appearance of 


the old bridge when viewed from the 
downstream side. The old bridge will remain 
for historical purposes, but I don’t know 


what the future will hold for the old wharf, 
it looks perilously in the way of the new 
bridge. 

BROKEN HILL - where rail transport 
is still thriving. The old Crystal Street 
Station still stands, some distance from the 


by Phil Kelly 


current trans Australian station. The yard 
contains a mixture of rolling stock and 
locos, including a Silverton version of a 48 
class which always managed to elude my 
camera. Silver City Comet power car DP 
101 along with one other car still reside in 
the yard along with a trio of flat wagon 
mounted semi-cylindrical tanks. The old 
narrow gauge Sulphide Street Station and 
precincts is now a museum which features 
an assortment of narrow gauge passenger 
cars and steam locos, plus a red S waggon 
and two economy class cars from the Comet 
set. Set within these grounds is a small 
building which houses a medical museum 
complete with assorted gruesome tools, 
one could hardly call them instruments. 

DAYDREAM MINE - northwards off 
the road to Silverton, is a sample of a turn 
of the century mine, with a tunnel sloping 
downwards at about 35 degrees, the roof so 
low that you have to steep all the way. 
Outside the mine stands a row of assorted 
hand propelled rail wagons of around 2’ 
gauge. 

SILVERTON - a few kilometres to the 
north where a short section of 3’6” gauge 
track, a water tank and a long abandoned 
station building celebrate the once thriving 
Broken Hill to Cockburn tramway. 

Southwards, into South Australia and 
we arrived at TEROWIE, an almost dead 
town, once a break of gauge town. There 
is still some track through the station, but 
where it goes to is anyone’s guess. Terowie’s 
claim to fame is displayed on the remains 
of the platform, a large stone bearing a 
plaque which reads "I CAME OUT OF 
BATAAN AND I SHALL RETURN’. 
This historic message that echoed around 
the world was given on this spot by US 
General Douglas MacArthur at his first 
press interview in Australia, 20/3/42. 

Before reaching Terowie we passed 
through Peterborough, a totally disappoint- 
ing experience, as the whole Steamtown 
collection is housed in the ex SAR round- 
house, which has been condemned and is 
a NO-go area to the public. To top this off, 
the tourist bureau people, at least on this 
day, were totally uninformative. 

A night was spent at the Barossa Junc- 
tion Motel, where the bar and dining room 
are converted SAR covered and louvered 
vans. The accommodation is ex SAR pas- 
senger and baggage cars and railmotors. A 
half for a passenger car makes a very 
spacious room. 

Next stop was GLENELG, and a tram 
ride into Adelaide is a must. From its 
seaside terminus, the tramline follows a 
straight line for around 400 metres to the 
edge of Glenelg shopping centre. As the 
track crosses the road to enter private right 
of in there isa joggle of less than 500 mm 
and from there to the approach to the 
Victoria Square, Adelaide terminus, the 
track runs straight as an arrow, even when 
crossing the rail line via a fly-over. Once 
the trams hit the private right of way, they 
really fly and must rate as Australia’s first 
light rail system. 

ADELAIDE - may be known as sleep 
city, but the Port Dock Museum is a real 


eye-opener. The main exhibition hail is 
modelled on a break of gauge station, the 
locomotive exhibits have been beautifull 
prepared, although some are very difficult 
to photograph. Outside the exhibition hall 
is an original platform of the old Port Dock 
Station, complete with a typical steam loco 
with a typical loading behind it. Around 
the outer perimeter of the museum runs a 
latterday Thomas the Tank Engine. Re- 
freshments are available from a refurbished 
buffet car. Just off the main hall, a large 
model railway is being constructed. Al- 
though it still has a way to go to comple- 
tion, it is up and running and populated by 
trains typical of ANR. 

Among the locomotive exhibits is the 
very glossy G1, the Commonwealth Rail- 
way’s version of NSWGR’s 32 class. 

A short side trip found us in Adelaide’s 
Model Centre, where mine host proudly 
displayed HIS latest product - the Lima IP 
cars done out in the new Ghan colour 
scheme, with the red-orange-yellow bands 
on the panels between the windows and the 
Ghan insignia and lettering. Almost enough 
to make one change to ’modern image’ and 
at $30 Pet car, not likely to break the bank 
(the off the shelf Lima cars normally retail 
in the $22.50 - $25 range). 

Northwards once more, heading for the 
Flinders Ranges, our next rail encounter 
was TARLEE, an attractive stone built 
station (closed) with goods shed and silos. 
In the goods yard I discovered the proto- 
type for Sentinel’s "Australian yard crane’. 


‘A&the silos were an assortment of ANR red 


and green/yellow hopper wagons and some 
of their hopper wagon from box car conver- 
sions, also in green/yellow colours. Then 
came Willmington, a fine collection of a 
closed well cared for station, signal box and 
loco, Riverton, closed and dilapidated and 
on to HAWKER, long since closed as a 
railway town, but still possessing its water 
tank, station building, now preserved and 
reopened as the Old Ghan Gallery and 
Restaurant, goods shed and ’Sentinel’ yard 
crane. 

Having done the tourist bit through the 
Flinders (well worth a return trip later on), 
we headed south to QUORN, home of the 
Pichi-Richi Railway, sep disappointing, 
as I was too late for the morning tour of 
loco and could not stay for the afternoon 
tour. I could at least wander around the 
yard and see some of the collection. This 
day the whole affair was being looked after 
by two volunteers, who were uncertain as 
to whether there would be staff available to 
open the doors for the rest of the week. At 
least their souvenir/bookshop was open. 
Sydney and Adelaide are indeed fortunate 
in that there is a definite seven days a week 
access to their rail museums. 

Next we came to JAMESTOWN where 
the railway is still open, but the station 
houses the focal folk museum, thence through 
Burra, an old tin mining centre to the rail 
and wharf complex of THE PORT OF 
MORGAN on the Murray River. Trains 
don’t come here anymore, but the turn- 
table remains, bearing a four-wheel open 
wagon. The station/stationmaster’s resi- 
dence appears to be in use as a private 
residence. Nearby stands another four 
wheeler and a ’Yard Limit’ sign. Across the 
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*yard’ is a water column, signal, shelter 

ed, goods shed and another wagon. Beyond 
the goods shed is evidence of an enthusiast 
built section of track with an infernal 
combustion trolley. While below the goods 
shed lie the remains of the quite large 
wharf. A few hundred metres upstream, 
the paddle steamer Mayflower is moored to 
a pontoon wharf, unfortunately the fixed 
wharf between the pontoons and the shore 
were under several feet of water. 

Next call was at MILDURA, with a 
Bovis stop for K175, then onwards to 

CHUCA with its ever fascinating port 
and riverboat collection, which includes 
the hull of a Dornier flying-boat, kit bashed 
into a houseboat. 

Echuca station is beautifully kept, two 
story bus stop, with a brick loco depot, 
goods shed and water tank support, in stark 
contrast to the dilapidated corrugated iron 
structures on the NSW side of the river at 
Moama. 

While being dragged through the tourist 
traps of Echuca, I came across the beautiful 
Mal Baker, now retired and working seven 
days a week. Souvenirs and G scale trans 
- what a way to go. 

North over the border to HAY, now the 
end of a closed line, but obviously, when 
built, intended to be a major station on the 
route to Adelaide. The station building is 
in good repair and jointly tenanted by 
Skillshare and the local community FM 
station. 

The yard appears to be complete apart 
from the turntable. The sheep/cattle yards 
and races and a small silo still exist, along 
with the goods shed which now does duty 
as the local recycling depot. Water tank 
and goods yard crane complete the scene. 

Available from the offices on the plat- 
form, is a foolscap size printed sheet detail- 
ing the history of the station and the 
whereabouts of the railway houses situated 


around the station, which catered for sta-"” 
tionmaster, porters, crossing keepers and_.. 


loco crews. “ 

Next stop, NARRANDERA, which I 
found totally unrecognisable since my last 
trip here about eight years ago. The station 
is well kept, but serves 
only as a bus stop. The 
yard and loco depot have 
disappeared, while a 
large concrete bridge 
carnes the road high over 
the tracks. 

The weather closed 
in on us here, so we 
headed for home, paus- 
ing only for a quick look 
at Goulburn, where all 
the interesting old roll- 
ing stock has disappeared 
from the yard, hope- 
fully to the old round- 
_ house for preservation. 
Before leaving here, a 
call at Junction Hob- 
bies established that the 
aie was recovered 

om the trip to hospital 
_ that kept him from 
exhibiting with us at 
Liverpool this year, and 
he passed on his thanks 
for the card signed by 
many of the other ex- 
hibitors and NSW 
Branch workers. 

And so to Sydney. 
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A Project Status Board @ 


by Ted Ward 


Prototype railway workshops often have, 
in the foreman or supervisor’s office, a 
status board upon which are listed all the 
current jobs being undertaken by that 
particular workshop, their dates of com- 
mencement, progress to date, expected 
completion date and, often, local condi- 
tions or circumstances which may apply to 
individual jobs. 

Modellers are supervisors of their own 
domain, and accordingly, often have many 
projects currently being undertaken at the 
same time. The old adage of one thing at 
a time is a very fine theory, but many 
projects are held up by little unexpected 
things and cannot be proceeded with until 
that hold-up can be rectified. Accordingly, 
it is often opportune to embark on another 
project pending the completion of the first. 
If that project too encounters some sort of 
hold up, yet another project could be 
commenced, Some modellers have many 
projects either commenced, pending, 
awaiting to be commenced or awaiting to 
be concluded. It is easy to lose track of how 
many projects are currently underway, 
underfoot or under consideration. If there 
are too many pots on the stove, so to speak, 
something like a Project Status Board is 
required. 

A Project Status Board (PSB) is not a 
memorial to every proven ever started and 
finished, but it is only a list of what is 
currently on the agenda, including planned 
or anticipated projects. A modern PSB 
would be something like an electronic data 
processor or computer, with the informa- 
tion on a video screen. That is a little 
beyond the scope of most modellers and 
beyond most requirements. More prosaic 


systems are available from office suppliers 


and-consist of display boards with movable 
pieces on them. The projects are entered 


on a piece and moved up the list as their 
priority or "need to be completed’ changes. 


Most modellers would be probably content 


with a simplified version of the above, and 
the author uses such a simplified PSB in his 
own workshop. It consists of a piece of 
laminated plastic of plain and unostenta- 
tious colour. Such pieces, of any size, 
colour and proportion are available from 
some hardware stores or from some cabinet 
makers as off cuts. Decide where you will 
put your PSB, the front or back of a 
cupboard door in your workshop is ideal, 
and find a piece of laminate to suit. The 
board in the author’s workshop is 300 mm 
wide by 600 mm high (1’ x 2’). 

There are several ways of writing on the 
board, a black chinagraph pencil is ideal 
and water-based felt pens are also very 
suitable. Such pens are designed for this 
sort of work, and the writing can be erased 
with a wet/damp rag. Obviously, the tradi- 
tional felt pen is not suitable, but water- 
based pens are obtainable from office supply 
shops. 

The relaxed, low-tension, no priority 
environment of a home workshop means 
that there is usually no required by’ date 
for most home projects. 

Accordingly, the only information re- 
quired on a workshop PSB is riba a list 
of current projects. These can be listed on 
the board as they arise, and wiped there 
from as they are completed. It is handy to 
have fixed to the board a tubular holder for 
the pen or implement, a small piece of 

.v.c. conduit is ideal for this, and also a 
ook to hold the wiping cloth. 

If a project requires special attention or 
has some urgency, it is a simple matter to 
highlight that project by using underlining, 
circling the relevant project or perhaps 
using a different colour marking pen. 

It is not necessary to put any kind of 
heading on your board, but that is up to 
your imagination. Your road name, logo or 
whatever is fancied would complete an 
inexpensive addition to any train room. 
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For many years, | earned my living, 
designing, making and testing printed cir- 
cuit boards, from my own and others’ 
circuit designs, everything from one-offs 
for test equipment, to prototypes and pre- 
production runs for black and white and 
colour TV, produced with a wide variety of 
equipment and eases ss from crude to 
state of the art. I could, at one time, see 
something like 3000 assorted HMV/HEAL- 
ING colour TV PCBs assembled each day 
from my designs. 

Why worry about PCBs for one or two 
boards? 

Simply because this method results in 
the neatest and most compact wiring method 
possible (subject to the design of the lay- 
out) and is virtually a necessity where 
integrated circuits are involved. 

As it is now around 12 years since my 
last productions, I set out to touch bases 
and update my knowledge on methods and 
prices before going into print. for minimum 
price, small quantity production, the meth- 
ods haven’t really changed, but for profes- 
sional looking results, and/or multiple PCB 
production, there are a few improvements, 
which | will mention at the conclusion of 
my original notes, along with some notes 
on double sided etching. 

The following notes are intended as a 
guide for the manufacture of small quanti- 
ties of PCBs and were originally presented 
as a clinic at Rockdale. 


PCBs are Easy to Make. 


Basic requirements are as follows: 
1 Copper clad material 
2 Copper cleaner 
3 PCB layout drawing 
4 Etch resist 
5 Etchant 
Process 


1 Clean the copper surface of your 
PCB material, preferably with a powdered 
cleaner - pumice powder, Bon Ami, Ajax 
powder, etc, with a Scotchbrite scourer. 
Super cleaners containing silicones must be 
avoided at all costs, as they contaminate 
the copper surface and prevent the etchant 
from working satisfactorily. Steel wool can 
also cause problems with etching due to 
contamination of the copper by oil from the 
steel wool. 

Check for cleanliness by pounne water 
over the copper surface - breaks in the 
water film will indicate dirty/oily patches 
remaining on the surface. 

2 When the board is clean, dry with 
paper towel - don’t touch the or sur- 
face with your fingers - you will leave 
enough oil behind to interfere with the 
etching later on. 

3 Transfer your PCB layout onto the 
copper - photographically if possible, oth- 
erwise use carbon paper or freehand draw- 
ing. A fairly recent advance is the develop- 
ment of pressure sensitive transfers, which 
also act as etch resist. See notes on multiple 
PCB production for information on photo- 
graphic methods. 

4 Assuming carbon paper or free- 
hand drawing method used, apply the etch 
resist. Etch resist can be almost any non- 
water soluble material - Daylo PCB pen 
hyioas Dick Smith, etc), Spirit based Texta 

olour, fingernail polish, etc. Daylo pen or 


by Phil Kelly 


Texta colour pen usually works quite well, 
but use two coats of Texta if possible. 
Allow 4-6 hours for Daylo or Texta to dry 
thoroughly before etching. 

Both of these resists can be cleaned off 
easily, if required, using metho. 

5 Etchant. There are a number of 
etchants available, but the most common 
and readily available are FERRIC CHLO- 
RIDE and AMMONIUM PERSULPHATE. 

Ferric chloride etches readily, even when 
cold, but has several disadvantages. Every 
spill or splash leaves a yellow-brown stain 
behind as minimum damage. Ferric chlo- 
ride will eat holes in shirt sleeves AND 
concrete floors, stains and etches fingers 
and is difficult to dispose of safely. 

Ammonium persulphate is recommended 
for home usage. It doesn’t leave nasty 
stains behind if spilled, nor is it as violent 
as ferric chloride if spilled. 

Ammonium persulphate is very slow 
acting when cold, so must be heated when 
etching. Ammonia gas is produced as a by- 
product of the etching process, so ensure 
that etching is done in a well ventilated 
location. The etchant will slowly turn blue 
due to the formation of copper sulphate 
solution. When the etchant is exhausted, or 
no longer required, it should be disposed 
of with care. 

The etchant is prepared by dissolving 
400 grams ammonium persulphate in 1.5 
litres of water, which has been heated to 
approximately 60 degrees C. 

6 Etching. For best performance with 
ammonium persulphate, pour the etchant 
into a plastic container so that the liquid is 
25-30 mm deep, minimum. 

Place this container into another larger 
container of hot water. This water will have 
to be replaced periodically to maintain the 
etchant temperature of approximately 60 
degrees C. 

Gently place the resist coated board, 
copper side down, on the surface of the 
etchant - you will be surprised how large a 
piece of copper clad will float. 

With 25-30 mm of etchant under the 
board, the etching action will set up con- 
vection currents in the liquid, ensuring a 
continuous movement of fresh etchant to 
the copper surface. After about three 
minutes, lift the board out and check the 
etching progress. Refloat the board as 
necessary - keep the top surface dry or it 
won't float. 

If you don’t wear rubber gloves, rinse 
your fingers under a tap after each dunk in 
the etchant. 

DON’T dip your fingers in the etchant 
if you are using ferric chloride. 

if any areas of copper fail to etch, it will 
be due to failure of the etchant to wet the 
ot aiog surface due to oily finger prints or 
other dirt, maybe even wax from the car- 
bon paper if you used that method of 
transferring your board layout. 

Scrap these areas with a sharp, curved 
blade and refloat on the etchant. 

When the board has been proper! 
etched, remove from the etchant, wash o 
with water and dry. 

Your board is then ready to be drilled, 
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loaded and soldered. 

7 Soldering. Use only electrical grade, 
resin-cored solder. Left-over flux can be 
removed with a brush and metho, but this 
is not necessary. 

Use a soldering iron of adequate capac- 
ity, 40 watts minimum, 95 watts maximum. 
The trick is to get in heat both component 
pigtail and copper track, flow in solder and 
get out again before damage can be done 
to board or components. 


Copper Clad Board Material 


There is a range of materials available 
for use in making PCBs. Paper phenolic, 
matted fibreglass, woven fibreglass, mylar 
film. Paper phenolics come in a vast range 
of grades, but their major drawback is that 
they require to be sawn. The better grades 
can be guillotined, but only if they are 
warmed when being cut, otherwise the 
material tends to shatter. 

They do, however, drill easily. 

They are best used as cutting boards 
when making cardboard models, etc. 

Woven fibreglass, usually coloured green, 
is top grade professional material; its major 
drawback being the rapidity with which it 
blunts and wears out drills, saws and guil- 
lotines. 

Mylar film PCBs allow the user to fold 
and wrap the PCB assembly, a feature 
utilised in a lot of computer printers to 
make connections to the print head. 

Matted, or loosely woven fibreglass, 
usually coloured fawn/brown, is the best 
choice for hobby use. It can be sawn, 
guillotined, drilled - without shattering or 
splitting and with minimum wear to tools. 
If guillotined strips of this material are used 
for sleepers, they can be cut to length with 
a pair of side-cutters without fear of shat- 
tering or delamination. 


Design of PCB Layouts 


By this time most readers will have seen 
computer PCBs which normally consist of 
copper conductors, often no more than 1 
mm wide in straight gt runs and with 
right angle corners. This style of design is 
acceptable for this application because it is 
easily done by computer, voltages encoun- 
tered are only 5 or 12 volts and the current 
through the conductors is fairly small. Also 
these PCBs may be made by laying copper 
only where required on the board, rather 
than etching off what is not needed. 

Analogue boards, such as we would 
need for most model railway applications, 
should be designed to a different set of 
criteria. Voltages used in our circuits are 
normally less than 50 volts, so a separation 
of 1.5 - 2 mm between conductors is 
adequate. 

We may have currents up to 1 ampere 
continuous and greater so that a 1 mm wide 
conductor would not be heavy enough. 

Finally, it costs money to buy copper 
clad and it costs money to buy etchant. 
Why waste either when copper removal is 
not necessary, and the copper left on the 
board could be used to heat sink compo- 
nents. 

A good design for our oe should 
leave the maximum possible area of copper 
on the board (this lengthens the life of our 
etchant) and avoid the use of sharp right 
angle bends. (These can result in under- 
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cutting of the copper conductors at these 
corners, partly due to the length of time it 
takes to etch the rest of board properly.) 
Large areas of copper also tend to with- 
stand over-heating without falling off the 
board. 

As mentioned above, the copper can be 
used to heat sink components, i.e. a 1 
ampere diode with approximately 15 mm 
pigtails each end can carry a 2 ampere 
continuous load, provided the pigtails are 
soldered to a 25 mm square of copper clad. 

Art work should be made on plastic 
drawing film, as this does not change size 
or shape with changing temperature or 
humidity. The art work can be made by 
drawing with opaque ink, die-cut tapes or 
pressure sensitive transfers, if photographic 
methods are to be used, otherwise a pencil 
drawing showing hole centres and outlines 
of the copper tracks may suffice. 

A couple of examples of battle tested 
PCB layouts follow. The rectifier and throttle 
PCBs shown are currently installed on 
Hawkesbury layout having previously been 
battle proven on the NSWMRC Coal Loader 
layout. 


Production of Multiple Copies of 
a PCB : 


1 Starting with the cheap method 
first. 

a Transfer the PCB layout onto a 
suitable piece of copper clad. 

b Drill all the holes required, then 
use this board as a template to drill out 
other PCBs. This can be done with a 
number of blanks stacked one on top of 
another. The limit here is that the drill may 
tend to wander as the number of boards 
increases. No 60 drill is the most commonly 
used drill size for component pigtails. 

c¢ Join the holes with etch resist as 
required and allow to dry. 

d Etch your boards, etc. 

2 Photographic methods - result in a 
more professional appearance to the fin- 
ished boards, as well as facilitating produc- 
tion of multiple copies. 

The two basic methods here are as 
follows: 


It Occurs To Me 


by R T Blodkin 

Journal has reached its 200th edition. 
One might say it has completed its second 
century. It will, no doubt, be considered 
one of the Association’s milestones. There 
will be some figurative back-slapping, some 
implied reason for celebration and mutual 
congratulation. But why? 

Have we finished one stage? Is a job 
complete and are we about to start on 
another? I rather think not. 

Our hobby and the Association that 
binds its followers together is not some- 
thing that proceeds through its existence 
with defined and precise stages. There is no 
noticeable difference between the state of 
affairs when issue 200 comes out, when its 

redecessor 199 was printed or when issue 
01 follows it. 

The world of model railways is ongoing. 
Like life itself, it is a continuing evolving 
thing. Stages of improvement merge as 
they gradually follow one another. Proce- 
dures and techniques are being fine tuned. 
People are learning from others and, from 
time to time, passing on their absorbed 
knowledge to aather individuals. 

Model railways had a beginning, who 
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1 Positive Resist, where the exposure 
is made using a positive transparency - i.e. 


the drawing is black where the copper is to 


remain on the PCB. 

ii Negative Resist, where the expo- 
sure is made using a negative transparency, 
i.e. the drawing is black where the copper 
is to be removed from the PCB. 

There is a further break down here. 

iii Liquid Resist - this has to be ap- 
plied to the copper surface and baked 
before exposure. 

iv Pre-coated copper clad, ready for 
exposure. 

Once the resist is ready for use, the 
process is the same. 

a Expose the resist through your art 
work to ultra-violet light - sunlight or UV 
fluoro lamps. 

b Develop the photo resist, post bake 
if required by the process. 

¢ Etch the board as detailed above. 

d Strip the resist if necessary - CPR 
positive resist does not have to be stripped, 
as it will burn off where required when 
soldering, the remaining resist will tend to 
protect the copper. 

e Drill the required holes in the PCB. 

f Load, solder and test your PCBs. 


Double Sided PCBs 


The use of double sided PCBs came 
about as a means of enabling higher density 
component loadings and more intricate 
interconnection wiring. Current technol- 
ogy uses upwards of six layer boards, but 
that is another story. 

1 Professional art work for double 
sided boards is drawn on one sheet of film, 
using red tape for copper on one side of the 
board, blue tape for copper on the other 
side of the board, and black for those areas 
which have copper on both sides of the 
board. 

This is separated photographically using 
filters to produce the two perfectly aligned 
photo-tools required. 

2a For amateur purposes, two sepa- 
rate drawings would be the easiest method. 
Drawings done this way should be drawn 
back-to-back (smooth surfaces together) 


knows when. Since then it has been grow- 
ing and maturing. As a pastime, it has been 
going through a continual series of changes, 
most of which have no defined beginning or 
noticeable end. 

It is getting better all the time and is 
much better now than when I was fortunate 
enough to become one of the chosen race 
of those who have been called. 

So - why are we going to treat Journal 


200° as something to wave the bells and ring 


the flags about? We should be celebrating 
the fact that our Association does exist, 
that it has a past that has been worth 
experiencing, that we believe it has a future 
worth looking forward to. We have been 
fortunate enough around the country, to 
have had, over the years of its existence, 
the services of people giving their time and 
energy to organise those things that need 
to be organised to ensure that the Associa- 
tion continues to exist, to evolve and to 
prosper. 

Any celebration should be for the con- 
tinued well-being of AMRA. For Journal, 
the celebrations should be for the Associa- 
tion’s good fortune in having members 
spake enough to be able to produce it. 

hanks and appreciation are due to them 
for doing the job they do. Health and 
prosperity to them. 


for the best photographic transfer. 

_ b_ Registration - this is the alignment 
of the two drawings so that the finished 
PCB will have the copper on one side in the 
correct relationship to the copper on the 
other side.. 

Professional methods would use posi- 
tioning jigs or pilot holes. 

I used to use minimum sized film draw- 
ings taped to a large piece of copper clad 
which worked admirably for single sided 
boards, but makes registration difficult 
when using double sided PCB material 
(also shows what was considered to be the 
more expensive material). 

A much simpler way to achieve registra- 
tion, by courtesy of Graeme Brown from 
the 1990 Modelling the Railways of NSW 
Convention, is to use drawing film rather 
larger than the copper clad, with registra- 
tion marks in at least two diagonal corners, 
outside the area of the copper clad. The 
copper clad is then taped to one side art 
work, then the other side art work lined up 
with the registration marks and then taped 
to the first side art work. The photo resist 
can then be exposed, developed, etc. 

c This method (b) above can also be 
used for the manufacture of etched brass 
rolling stock. For passenger stock the art 
work for the inside of the car would rep- 
resent the window opening sizes, the art 
work for the outside of the car would 
represent the window frames, rivets, etc. 
Careful etching should produce car sides 
with holes etched through for windows, 
plus one level of etched detail. Remember, 
if you try this to have the windows filled in 
except for a narrow slot. The tabs holding 
the centres in the windows should be easily 
removed later and you haven't exhausted 
your etchant needlessly. 

Remember, if using photographic meth- 
ods - artwork should preferably be drawn 
two or four times full size, so that when the 
art work is reduced to correct size, any 
errors in the drawing will be reduced by the 
relevant factor. 


Materials 

Try your friendly local electronics hobby 
store, otherwise - 

Copper clad material - often turns up at 
NSW Branch auctions, or contact the author. 

Ammonium ‘Sager mek - in Sydney 
contact the author, otherwise contact - 

Circuit Components (A/asia) Pty Ltd 

PO Box 70 

383 Forest Road 

BEXLEY NSW 

Phone 02 567 3720 

Fax 02 597 3969 

Technical contact - Doug Rees 

CCA can supply positive or negative 
photo resists, RISTON pre-coated copper 
clad material (negative resist coating), 
etchants, copper clad, art work supplies, 
etc, plus information sheets covering the 
application of their products. 

Riston Red uses a liquid developer, 
Riston Green developer is supplied in 
powder form. 

Current price of ammonium persulphate 
from CCA is $7.57 for 600 grams - use 400 
grams per 1.5 litres of water (heated to 60- 
70 degrees C). 

NOTE Some of the materials re- 
quired for the processes discussed above 
are classified "Dangerous Goods’ and can 
be shipped by rail or road only. 

Now you too can Say - 

‘Come up and see my etchings’. 
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October at the Mount © 


by Frank Sheeran 


Left Narrow gauge lines in the 

mountains are subject to landslides. Gangers 

clear away the remainder of the recently 

| truncated alignment as the ’Galloping 

fa ; | : Goose’ trundles by on the newly laid 
. - - section of the RGSR. 


Radio 5SE Mt Gambier could be stirrin 2 

up a hornets’ nest. Its news services quoted 

the editor of a ’a model railway magazine’ 

as saying that the Blue Lake MRC’s Octo- 

ber exhibition was better than Sydney. , 
There were no less than three editors 

from our hobby’s press stalking the stands 

at the Mt Gambier showgrounds. It is 

known also that Sydney has a number of 

exhibitions each year, so we can only 

speculate as to which exhibition whoever it 

was meant. He surely couldn’t have meant @ 

them all - or maybe he could, depending on 

who was buying the drinks at Blue Lakes’ 

magnificent Sunday night function. Come 

to think of it, that’s what he could have 

been talking about. it was a great occasion 

- but back to the show. 


Area originally allotted to my Mel- 
bourne based layout turned out to be not 
available until six on the evening proceed- 
ing the show as the local gym club had it 
until then. This was a bit of a blow as we 
were first to back up ready to unload at 
9.30 am. However, following an excellent 
lunch at a nearby pub which gave the crew 
strength enough to break arms, we were 
allotted a new spot right next to Laurie 
cre HOn3 Rio Grande Southern Rail- 
road. 


The 0 gauge tinplates became instant 
fans of the RGSR with its Rocky Mountain 
backdrops, climbing road beds and high 
and dangerous bridges providing a spec- 
tacular narrow gauge model railroad that 
incited protracted desertions from our pit 
- that is a until when its management @ 
became enthralled with the rites on his TV 
related to Collingwood’s grand final vic- 
tory. In spite of this, if you have not yet 
witnessed this magnificent layout, don’t 2 
miss it when the next opportunity arises, 
which is likely to be at Camberwell, 1991. 

It also seems likely that the Adelaide 
Modellers’ Group’s Beltowie, based on : 
mid northern SA between the 50s and 60s, 


Above Corio boasts 
an inspector in their ranks 
and the shattered tree is his 
idea. Part has crashed 
through the fence into the 
cutting. Perhaps something 
he saw on the job inspired 
this addition to their layout. 


Right We took the 
liberty of suggesting there 
would be great value in 

fitting a flap door to the | ~es . oe 
backdrop against which this § as ss . ee 
round-house is set. Wonder | | , 

if the SARMA gang will do 
anything about it? 


} j 
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will also be visiting Victoria. 
Their period marked the end 
of SA transfers from broad 
to narrow gauge, so this prize 
winning break of gauge theme 
should not be missed next 
March at the Camberwell 
Civic Centre. A working duel 
gauge yard and roundhouse 
doesn’t happen all that of- 
ten. 

I would like to have 
another look at the SA Rail- 
way Modellers’ Associations 
18 unit layout again some- 
time. Again it largely repre- 
sents the SA scene and prac- 
tice. It stimulated one or two 
ideas that were at least new 
to this writer. 

Of course, our old friends 
from Corio MRC were there 
too. They are rich im the 
tradition of VLine, some of 
its members having on-going 
hands-on experience with the 
real thing. 

South Australia also has 
an N gauge Society and they 
were also there exhibiting a 
layout derived from the 
American N-Track standard. 
Fortunately such layouts can 
be erected to any shape or 
size and they were able to 
relocate in the hall with no 
fuss whatsoever. 

In all, there were 24 stands, 
No 24 being the canteen. 
Who knows, but just may be 
for some the sausage rolls, 
sandwiches and sweets were 
the ’ace’ event. Most went 
there at sometime. 

The Mt Gambier exhibi- 
tion is becoming established 
as a bi-annual event, alter- 
nating with Adelaide on the 
SA Labour Day weekend - 
which was 6-8 October 1990 
on this occasion. Both Ade- 
laide and The Mount, as 
recently seen, are hard acts 
to follow. Check them out, 
Adelaide for 91 and Mt 
Gambier for °92. 


Top Doesn't every- 
body have a BBQ on his 
layout? 

Middle Now if Slim 
Dusty were to front up here 
he could sing that number 
of his about droving. This 
classic is on the slip side 
from the roundhouse. 
Bottom I’m afraid 
you won't see Conway Castle 
at the end of the SA N 
Gauge Society’s layout at 
Melbourne in ’91. There were 
lot of single unit modules 
owned by individual, a very 
desirable social state of 
affairs. Conway Castle was 
modelled by Alf and Eveline 
Davis. 
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Has Your Model Railway Got a Pit? 


One of the items known to prototype 
railways but nowhere offered by the trade 
is the ash pit, probably for the same reason 
that nobody sells donut holes! True, the 
buyer gets the hole for nothing when the 
donut is purchased, but ash pits do not seem 
to be commercially offered, either with or 
without model railway engine sheds. 

A pit, in railway terminology, is a long 
excavation between the rails, about 1 - 1.5 
metres in depth and lined and floored with 
concrete. Its function is nowadays to give 
workmen access to the underside of railway 
locomotives and vehicles, and sometimes 
to enable the performance of maintenance 
and construction operations which would 
otherwise be either impossible or at least 
very difficult. There are usually access steps 
at both ends and, at intervals along both 
sides of the pit are matching holes into which 
strong cross bars can be fitted or inserted 
if required. These bars are then used as 
holding down points for winches or even 
the vehicles themselves if an overhead crane 
is being used to exact a strong upward force 
on the vehicle itself. 

The first thought which may come to 
mind about railways pits is their use as ash 
pits. In the days of steam (and steam pres- 
ervation), ash pits were used to drop fires 
from locomotives at the end of the day. The 
ash was manually shovelled or mechanically 
removed into wagons for disposal, often 
being used to fill low lying railway land. In- 
cidentally, railways were frequently built 
on land of low commercial value, often 
swampy or river flats, and so the tons of 
loco ash which amassed over the years is 
nowadays filling in former depressions. 

In the days of steam also, ash pits were 
used for maintenance purpose on rolling 


by Ted Ward 


stock as well as locomotives. such pits, 
unchanged in any way, are still being used 
in the diesel age. 


One example of the use of pits for 
maintenance purposes is their use for bogie 
removal and replacement. Rolling stock fitted 
with bogies often have the bogies secured 
by a large free floating pin joining the vehicle 
and the bogie. This pin, usually straight 
and without any kind of head, has two cotter 
or flat pins which go through it. One is 
through the centre pin above the vehicle 


bolster and the other is fitted below the - 


bogie bolster. Each cotter pin is secured by 
a split pin. After the vehicle is lowered onto 
the bogie, the headless centre pin is slid UP 
into position from beneath the bogie bol- 
ster. The top cotter pin and securing split 
pin are fitted through a hole in the front of 
the vehicle bolster. the centre pin is checked 
for freedom of movement of ’float’, and 
then the bottom cotter pin, washer and split 
pin is fitted. To do this sort of work under 
vehicles without a pit is arduous, danger- 
ous and primitive, and any railway work- 
shop or depot worth its name usually has 
several! pits. 

Prototype bogies are actually located and 
retained centrally in position under the body 
bolster under the vehicle by any one of 
several systems of concentric interlocking 
rings, protrusions and recesses between the 
body bolster and the bogie bolster. The pin 
itself is, as said, free floating and it bears 
none of the vehicle load nor does it actually 
restrain the bogie in any way unless an 
excessive ‘separation force’ bears upon the 
bogie such as in a particularly shunting jolt. 
Also, in the relatively unlikely event of the 
vehicle becoming derailed, the pin would 


your pit. 


If you are using flexible track, 
base firmly down to the roadbed or top layer of your layout 
decking. This will secure the edges of the flexible track firmly 
in position, as it is about to be cut along both inside edges 
close to the rail. with an Exacto saw blade or other serrated 
device, cut along all the sleepers close to the plastic spikes 
holding the rail. then, with a craftsman’s knife and a small 
chisel or Exacto chisel blade, dig, gouge and scoop out all the 
material to the required depth. Say you want the depth to be 
1500 scale millimetres. Simply divide that number by your 
scale ratio. HO, for example, is 1500 divided by 87, which 
is about 17 millimetres. 


Another way to make a pit is to cut out the pit first and 
then lay track over it. Either way, steps for each end of the 
pit can be cut from soft wood and fitted in place. Above 
decks, it is usual for the pit track to be cemented in flush with 
the floor so that there is an even or level floor on both outer 
sides of the track. This can be achieved with card, styrene, 
plaster of paris or an 
at least one metre wider than your vehicles. Water drain holes 
can be modelled in the apron and in the corners of the pit. 

Weathering is usually various shades of grey, from decades 
of oil, grease and dirt. A very dark grey would be more ap- 
propriate than matt black, and it would be more visually 
attractive. Matt black kills detail, and is usually too dark for 
realism. Usually, there are one or more work benches handy 
to a pit, plus lubrication equipment, barrows, old loco or 
rolling stock parts, oil drums and boxes. There always seems 
to be disused equipment lying about waiting to trip someone, 
although even the dirtiest and untidiest work areas are some 
times tidied, even if briefly. 


This magnificent bridge on the Rio Grande Southern 
Railroad took Laurie 100 man-working hours to construct. 


help keep the bogie in place and attached 
to the vehicle, complete with any relevant 
mechanical or pneumatic brake link link- 
age. 

So a pit, even a relatively short one, is 
a Necessary adjunct to a reasonably well 
equipped model railway engine shed or 
workshop. A minimum pit length would be 
that of one vehicle, to facilitate access to 
both bogies by the workmen so employed. 
It can be indoors or outdoors, and while an 
ash pit has no need for an overhead crane 
for any reason, pits used for vehicle main- 
tenance must be so equipped. A suitable 
overhead crane is of the travelling gantry 
style, to enable the overhead crane to be 
moved to exact position over the vehicle 
below, and to enable it to elevate either 
end of any vehicle without moving the vehicle 
itself. 

Other times that a pit could be of use is 
for the removal, installation or exchange of 
automatic couplings or draft gear, brake 
cylinders, long brake pipes and triple valves. 
Passenger vehicles have, in addition, bat- 
tery boxes, underfloor water tanks, air 
Teservoirs to power sleeping car showers 
and toilets, etc, via air operated water 
pressure devices, air conditioning equipment 
and sometimes chemical toilets with under- 
floor tanks. All these little things need 
continuing maintenance, and access from a 
pit is mandatory for general applications. 

Determination by trade unions too has 
greatly contributed to enhanced workshop 
and employee safety, by obtaining the 
installation of pits in workshops. If this de- 
termined action hadn’t been taken over many 
years of agitation, workmen would still be 
forced to clamber over rail and ballast to do 
regular and routine maintenance work in 
confined and awkwardly dangerous posi- 
tions. 


Installation of a pit on your model railway can be one of 
the simplest and most inexpensive additions conceivable, again 
akin to putting a hole in a donut. First, locate the spot for 


ue both sides of the sleeper- 


ay that you choose. Make this apron 


“on 


Delegates gathered at the Convention 
venue before the registration time of 9 am on 
Saturday 10 November 1990. After register- 
ing, the delegates took their envelope of 
‘goodies’, that is, the Convention program, 
lapel name, meal tickets and clinic notes, to 
a table in the hospitality area where, over a 
cup of tea/coffee, they studied their informa- 
tion. The delegates immediately introduced 
themselves and settled into the friendship of 
a convention. 

The President of AVMRC gave a brief 
address to the delegates on the purpose of the 
AVMRC, and welcomed all to this the first 
convention by the AVMRC. 

The delegates divided into two groups, the 
odds and evens. The odds started with the 
upstairs clinic. 

The clinics started at 10.30 am. Upstairs 
Gerald Dee presented Anatomy of Steam and 
Diese! Locomotives. Gerald spoke of the 
development of steam locomotives of Victo- 
ria with reference to other states and overseas 
up to the demise of steam, and the introduc- 
tion of diesel. The changes to railway opera- 
tion that diesel locomotives brought with 
their introduction. 

At the same time downstairs, Ken Hous- 
ton presented Styrene Foam for Scenery 
Bases. Ken showed how light the material is 
and how easy it is to work, particularly if 
wiring has to be placed in the scenery to 
supply a remote scenic feature. The density 
of the material, the sizes and costs were 
covered. The demonstration of weight saving 
was a 6’ x 3’ layout held on one hand. 

The groups changed clinics to complete 
the morning part of the program. 

When the clinics finished, the delegates 
pamores up their lunch as they passed the 

itchen on the way to the hospitality area 
where tea/coffee were available. The meal 
time conversations were deafening. 

After lunch clinics were, upstairs Robert 
Dall presenting Track Wiring. Robert showed 
the modeller how to approach the wiring of 
a layout from the simple unit to the extensive 
layout. This clinic was supported by notes. 

Downstairs Roger Lloyd presented Point 
Construction. Roger has constructed many 
poxss for the Clubroom layout and the 

yneton exhibition layout. He showed, step 
by step, how to construct points, taking 
approximately two hours for each point. 
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At the next upstairs clinic Herb Adler 
resented Model Locomotive Maintenance. 
erb used video camera to show how to carry 

out maintenance on locomotives with all ac- 
tions being shown on the video screen. All 
could see what was happening. 

Robert Dall repeated his Track Wiring 
clinic downstairs. 

Afternoon tea break was taken where once 
again the conversation among delegates was 
evident. 

The final clinics for the day was upstairs 
Herb Adler and downstairs Roger Lloyd re- 
peating their presentations. 

The Convention dinner at Rembrandt’s 
Restaurant was attended by delegates and 
some wives. This enabled those committee 
members to relax in a social atmosphere that 
was not available at the Convention. 

Sunday morning saw the delegates at the 
Convention venue before 9 am where they 
were despatched to five layouts to commence 
the layout tour. The layout tour included two 
Club layouts, an 0 gauge, an HO gauge and the 
operation of a layout to timetable. 

All delegates returned for lunch at noon and 
again the noise of conversation over the lunch 
period was quite noticeable. 

The afternoon clinics, upstairs Steve McElroy 
presented Airbrush Techniques. Steve was 
assisted by Graeme Pantlin who continued the 
bari > while Steve prepared paint for 

ands on by a delegate from the clinic. The 
theme was how to make your model look like 
a real working locomotive. 

Downstairs, Ron Wrigglesworth presented 
Realistic Scenery for Model Railways. Ron has 
constructed many model railway for exhibition 
purposes and he showed how to obtain the 
desired scenic effect and how to prepare the 
materials with minimum cost. 

The convention closed over afternoon tea, 
where the delegates were thanked for partici- 
pating and were asked to return the question- 
naire with suggestions for future convention 
clinics. 

The response was so good that the AVMRC 
committee has enough topics for many years of 
conventions. 

A one day convention is planned for Sep- 
tember 1991, to be followed by conventions in 
1992 and 1993. 


Jack Treseder 
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Twenty Questions 


(with a difference) 

Q1 — Quorn Station is on the pre- 
served Pichi-Richi Railway. There is 
another Quorn on a preserved line. 
Which one and where? 
Q2 Queensland Government Rail- 
way Class C17 4-8-0 loco was also 
built for another rail system. Which 
one and what was its classification? 
Q3 Where, in NSW, is'a Class 
C17 ex QGR running now, and what 
is its number? 
Q4 What do York, Thirlmere and 
Redbank have in common? 
QS _ Who built the first of the nar- 
row gauge locomotives of the class 
currently operating on the ’Puffing 
Billy’ and when? 
Q6 W A Webb came from which 
railway overseas to become Chief 
Commissioner of which Australian 
system? 
Q7 In 1943, the first of a sched- 
uled class of 65 locomotives was turned 
out by Newport. Of these, eight sets 
of parts were not assembled. What 
were they and what was their wheel 
arrangement? 
Q8 What is the identity of the 
only locomotive (steam) to have cir- 
cumnavigated the globe? Where was 
it built and in what year? 
Q9 What are the three gauges 
regularly used in Queensland and 
what for? 
Q10 What claim to fame has BB18- 
1/4 class 4-6-2 loco No 1089 of QGR? 
Where is it now? 
Q11_ What were the number and 
unofficial name of the largest non-ar- 
ticulated locomotive built in the 
Southern hemisphere? 
Q12 92 locomotives weighing, in 
total , some 8200 tons were used to 
test what in 1932? 
Q13 What is the make-up of the 
train named "The Gulflander’ and 
between which two stations does it 
run? 
Q14 BHP acquired some narrow 
gauge locomotives for internal use. 
What gauge were they and who built 
them? 
Q15 Comalco operates the most 

werful diesel locomotives in Queens- 
and. What power are they, who built 
them and where are they? 
Q16__—sBritish Railways built 999 lo- 
comotives to their Standard Designs. 
These were of how many classes? 
Q17 Which famous locomotive en- 
gineer designed and had built in 1940, 
a six-cylinder 2-12-0 compound ten- 
der engine? (It did not enter service 
until 1948 and then survived only 
seven years.) 
Q18 North British and Henschel 
shared production of the most power- 
ful non-articulated engines to run on 
3’6” metals. What were they and 
where did they operate? 
Qi9 What was the only class of 
Australian 4-6-4 express tender en- 
gine? Where was it operated in Aus- 
tralia? Who built it? 
Q20 Lima turned out a class of 60 
2-6-6-6 articulateds of class H8 in 
1941 and 1949 - for which North 
American system? 

Answers on page 2] 
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Scale and Proportion on the 16.5 


One of the things which a modeller has 
to cope with is ‘scale and proportion’. 
Ideally, everything on a model railway 
should be to a constant scale, with possibly 
smaller scale items in the distance or on 
backdrops to further and promote a sense 
of diminishing perspective for distant items. 

The subject of differing scales and sizes 
is confronted when one tries to run 16.5 
mm gauge items built to 3.5 mm scale along 
with items built to 4 mm scale together. 
One soon realises that doorways, windows, 
window heights, steps and anything on the 
model which is sized in relation to a scale 
person does in fact differ and vary on 3.5 
mm scale items when compared to 4 mm 
scale items. 

The subject of scale and proportion is 
further complicated when one tries to min 
’n match rolling stock from various interna- 
tional systems which had various loading 
gauges and different vehicle sizes. The 
problem is perhaps not usually confronted 
with passenger rolling stock as one doesn’t, 
Say, generally run a mixed and motley 
collection of differing passenger vehicles, 
with very different styles and colour schemes 
and then purport it to be a valid train. 

However, one may be tempted to inter- 
mingle freight and goods rolling stock of 
the two different scales, several different 
eras and several different prototypes. Some 
vehicles of the two scales, notably flat cars, 
open wagons and perhaps fuel tankers are 
probably still pease: valid models when 
mixed together in the one train, as proto- 
types railway vehicles were often of differ- 
ing and not very constant proportion and 
size. Until recent times, few systems as- 


pired to or even realised the need for . 


uniformity and standardisation in rolling 
stock design. Standards changed continu- 
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ally and themselves often depended on the 
whim of the systems Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, where he had received his early 
training or what his wife thought. There 
was, and still is, an incredible variety and 
variation in vehicle size, length and height 
among goods and freight vehicles. There 
was too, a greater variety of colour among 
wooden and steels goods vehicles, particu- 
larly when certain vehicles were allotted to 
certain traffic and were sometimes painted 
accordingly. Even small details, such as the 
swing links on certain passenger bogies 
were pereted green by one depot and black 
by all the others! 


This enhanced the charm and appeal of 
trains in days gone by. 

Over the years, the size and capacity of 
vehicles has increased enormously, with 
aluminium coal and mineral hoppers now 
having 10 times the capacity of their wooden 
predecessors. Fuel tankers have grown 
enormously, and are now in excess of what 
was once unimaginable. 

Motor vehicles, particularly heavy trans- 
port have increased in size, probably in 
about the same proportion as have railway 
vehicles. The road vehicles of the 1990s are 
often wider and longer and higher than 
their predecessors, and present road ve- 
hicles are often longer and larger than 
railway vehicles were a few years ago. 
More on this later. 

When selecting a road vehicle for use on 
the layout, the modeller’s judgement must 
be paramount. The scale , models sold for 
the toy market is usually not important to 
make a sale generally, and its importance 


_to the modeller is not realised by the 


manufacturer and thus not declared on the 
packaging of the item. 


The actual prototype dimensions are not 
easy to come by and so the modeller usually 
has to use his own judgement and discre- 
tion, for even the scale claimed for a model 
road vehicle is often only approximate or 
generalised, which leaves the modeller to 
reconcile the anomaly of a large road 
vehicle when compared with a model of a 
tail vehicle. Sometimes, the model truck 
seems inordinately large when compared 
with a model of a rail vehicle. This situation 
is probably exemplified by comparing a 
model of a large modern road vehicle to a 
model of an earlier and small railway 
locomotive or vehicle. An apparent ex- 
ample was seen in the prototype recently 
when a large semi trailer easily carried 
away an old rail tanker, complete in every 
respect, except for bogies and underfloor 
detail. Significant was the fact that the rail 
tanker sat easily within the confines of the 
tray of the trailer of the road vehicle! This 
clearly demonstrated that road vehicles 
today are larger than they were ever be- 
fore, even though the scale has remained 
constant! 

A comprehensive analysis of all aspects 
of scale and gauge is probably not possible 
within these pages, as there are too ee 
variables and inconsistencies with whic 
the modeller must contend. This is part of 
the everlasting challenge of railway model- 
ling, the salehes of reconciling a nearly 
infinite number of variables into a plausible 
functioning model of some part of the real 
or imagined world. 

If one is aware of scale and gauge and 
proportion as important ingredients of 
modelling, a more cohesive and valid model 
can be created, and this will lead to the 
originating of more pleasurable work, more 
closely aligned to artistry. 


—_—_—— COO eee 


This magnificent model was an entrant in 
the modelling competition at the 1990 
NSW Branch Exhibition. Can anyone 
supply more detail? Photo Jack Parker 
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The Pop Valve 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

Descriptions of individual members’ or 
club layouts have been conspicuous by 
their absence over the last few years. They 
once formed a large and interesting part of 
our Journal. Obviously you can only pub- 
lish what you are given, but it would be 
interesting to see what our members are 
doing at home. 

Such articles really need only a descrip- 
tion of the layout, the idea behind it and 
a layout plan (essential). Of course, if some 
description of any problems, their solu- 
tions, the operating pattern and the odd 

hoto, so much the better. Incomplete 
ayouts are interesting also and can provide 
poses reports as they progress. Each 
tate Branch has one or more layouts, 
which are worked on, operated and even 
exhibited, but these never seem to be 
described in Journal for the interest of 
members in other States. 

Perhaps if more members and branches 
desorbed their layout and thus invited 
other members to share their pleasure, we 
might have a few more country members. 
We would certainly have more fellowship. 

To set things sia I am enclosing a 
description of a somewhat crude, but most 
effective 0 gauge portable layout which I 
think proves that it is possible to have a 
portable layout in a motel room or bedsit- 
ter and even to take your layout with you 
when you go visiting. It has given me much 
pleasure over the last two or three years. 
Yours sincerely 
Richard Gutteridge 
Victoria 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

1 would like to model VR/Australian 
narrow gauge in N scale, and would like to 
know if there is anybody out there doing 
the same - I hate reinventing the wheel! 

I need either a scale plan of VR narrow 
gauge logging wagons, truck or disconnect 
trucks or a dimensioned sketch or even 
photographs of these wagons. 

Can any member help? 

! would photo copy relevant pages of 
books/magazines - or better still, pay for 
the owner to copy them for me and I will 
recompense postage and packaging costs. 

I also require help with the following 
‘want’ requests: 

AMRA Journal Nos 1-102, 105 
— =e price for single issue and 
ot. 


AMRM Issues Nos 2, 4, 5, 11 
Will pay $10 for each. 

Model Railway Journal Issue 0 and No 1 
Will pay $10 for each 

Contact in writing to - 
Charles Schuster 

10 Pickworth Street 

HOLT ACT 2615 
Telephone 06 254 0781 
Regards 

Charles Schuster 
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Twenty Answers 


From page 19 

Al The Great Central Railway, Lough- 
borough, UK. 

A2 Commonwealth Railways, Class NM. 
A3 The Zig-Zag, carrying No 934. 
A4 _ They are the sites of railway muse- 
ums, British Rail, NSW, OGR. 

AS Baldwin, Philadelphia, 1898. 

A6 MKT Railroad, USA, to South 
Australian Railways (late 1922). 

A7 Australian Standard Garrets, which 
were 4-8-2 2-8-d4s, 

A9 Standard on the Interstate line, 
36” on QGR and 2’0” on cane trams. 
Al0 It was the last steam locomotive 
built in Australia for service in Australia. 
It now rests at Redbank Museum. 

All H220, "Heavy Harry’. 


Al2 The Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
Al3__A railmotor and trailer, runnin 
between Normanton and Croydon, Nort 
Queensland. 

Al4 They were built by Goninan to the 
3’6” gauge. 

Al5 Of 3000 hp, they were built by 
— and operate at Weipa, North Queens- 
and, 

Al6 Twelve, 3 x 4-6-2, 2 x 4-6-0, 3 x 2- 
6-0, 1 x 2-6-4T, 2 x 2-6-2T, 1 x 2-10-0. 
A1l7 Andre Chapelon. 

Al8 Class 25 operated by South African 
Railways, 4-8-4s. 

Al9 The R class operated by Victoria 
and built in Glasgow by North British. 
A20 __ The Chesapeake and Ohio, particu- 
larly for coal traffic. 
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Extracts from ’The Branchline’ 


President’s Piece 


Harley Nichols 

I recently received a letter from Harley 
indicating that, due to his present business 
commitments, he felt that it would be best 
if he resigned his position on the AMRA 
WA Branch Management Committee, as 
he was unable to find the time to give the 
position the attention it warranted. At the 
Committee meeting on 26 November, the 
Committee accepted Harley’s resignation 
with regret. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
Harley very much for the contribution he 
has made during his all too short term on 
the Committee. I am sure that all Commit- 
tee members will miss his input at future 
meetings and I hope that we can entice 
Harley back onto the Committee in the not 
too distant future. 


Around the Clubrooms 

The car park is now all but finished, only 
the bay marking remains to be done. Even 
the (very fees bill has been paid! 

An enthusiastic group of members, led 
by Barry Keens, has spent several Saturday 
afternoons planting several hundred trees 
and shrubs, installing a trickle irrigation 
system and generally beautifying the area 
around the Clubrooms. Already what was 
a small desert is looking i his green. Given 
a year or so, we should have a veritable 
jungle! 

While all this has been happening out- 
side, others have been busy inside. The 
mezzanine storage area is now almost 
completely floored and work has been 
progressing on the 0 scale (and gauge) 
ayout. 


Simon Mead 
President 


1991 Model Railway Exhibition 

It’s getting closer - just over 23 weeks to 
go! I hope that there are LOTS and LOTS 
of new layouts being worked on feverishly 
with a view to them being exhibited at this 
Exhibition. I need LOTS and LOTS of 
them to fill the Silver Jubilee Pavilion at the 
Claremont Showgrounds and if you have 
not yet told Graham Watson about YOUR 
layout, it’s not too late to do so. Contact 
him on 274 5879. 


Thanks to Paul Kehoe, Andrew Morling 
and John White for the descriptions of their 
layouts being prepared for the 1991 Model 
Railway Exhibition and which are pre- 
sented elsewhere in this issue of The 
Branchline. I hope that their literary ef- 
forts will inspire others to do likewise - that 
is, to build something for the 1991 Model 
Railway Exhibition and to write about it 
(but not if it prevents them from complet- 
ing their exhibit on time!), 


Garry Pilmoor 
1991 Exhibition Co-ordinator 
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Layout Notes 


4 mm Notes : 

Haltwhistle was tried out for timetable 
(or, more correctly, sequence) running on 
24 November with mixed results - it was the 
first really hot day we’d had this summer 
and this caused some of track gremlins to 
wake up after a long winter and make a 
nuisance of themselves, but overall it was 
enjoyed (!) by those who participated. We 
must do this more often (as the Bishop said 
to the actress!!). From this experience came 
the thoughts of acquiring some smaller 
tank engines for working up the branch line 
to Haltwhistle and also suitable for use on 
the rejuvenated Ossie Gully layout. A rec- 
ommendation was put to the COM and, al- 
though ’Old Money Bags’ had a long face, 
this was agreed. The said motive power has 
now been purchased - they are a Dapol J94 
0-6-OST and a Bachmann J72 0-6-0T, both 
in BR black livery. The J72 runs ’like a 
Swiss watch’ and is a joy to use for shunt- 
ing. i also proposed ’a diesel locomotive’ 
for the layout and a BR Class 25 was 
suggested - the only one of these that I 
could get was in the dreadful blue livery of 
BR - please forgive me these sins! 

Steve Price continues to make progress 
with the rehabilitation of the Ossie Gully 
layout and the special controllers needed 
for it to be used (predominantly chil- 
dren) have been purchased from PACE 
PRODUCTS. 

Barry Keens has been co-ordinating the 
thoughts of a small group of members who 
have been gestating a proposal for a 4 mm 
scale modular layout. Their thoughts are 
spelled out below: 

With Haltwhistle showing signs of aging 


and suffering from various gremlins when 
moved for display at the 1990 Model Rail- 
way Exhibition was settled back into the 
Clubrooms and made available for mem- 
bers’ use, it now seems to have found a 
permanent place and operates on a ‘care 
and maintenance’ basis. 

This proposal is in response to repeated 
reques from the Layouts Co-ordinator 
and discussions among a few members who 
feel we should have a new layout for 
Exhibition and display purposes. 

Consideration was given to many forms 
this might take, with one basic fact being 
to operate to British prototype to use our 
existing rolling stock (also, most of the 
interested parties were British modellers). 

Research initially consisted of taking 
details of British exhibition layouts shown 
in the UK over the past five years to.find 
acommon theme and to use the best (or the 
most practical) ideas. 

With the 7 mm scale layout taking a 
large area of the Layouts Room, the pos- 
sibility of 2 mm scale modellers wanting 
space and the fact that we have other 
railways we could display and use, we 
needed to consider the amount of space 
that would be available for a new 4 mm 
scale layout. 

The proposal is for a "Terminus to Storage 
Yard’, single track branch line with an 
initial length of 5.1 metres and to a depth 
of 600 mm. The storage yard would be 
additional to the three slab for the 
running line. This basic idea has been 
expanded by considering setting a MODU- 
LAR standard for construction so that 
the layout can be extended in units of 1500 
mm, each unit to be compatible with the 
overall theme of the railway. No plans have 
yet been made to model a prototype termi- 
nus or location, but to build generally a 
prototypical manner. 

It is planned to have an L-Girder con- 
structed base mounted on trestles with 
baseboards then fitting to the L-Girders. A 
standard format has not been completely 
worked out, but an agreement has been 
reached (in principle) on track positioning, 
module ads construction and joining and 
the basic electrics. 

This led to the thought that if a full (but 
simple) standard could be worked out, we 
could offer members the opportunity to 
build a "dioramas’ unit to be incorporated 
permanently (or occasionally) within the 


layout. We would supply the joining ends 
and general standards after approving the 
members design. Some scenic details for 
consideration would be the follows: 


River Canal Quarry 
Farm Village Forest 
Halt Brunel Viaduct! 


This would give us the chance to exhibit 
the same basic layout with many variations 
over the years and provide very interesting 
operation (Railwest is a good example of 
the construction ideas). 

Construction would probably be in 
plywood, with scenics using "hard shell’ and 
polystyrene and using some of Iain Rice’s 
methods. Assuming that all new materials 
are purchased, a budget figure of $800 
seems reasonable (with not all being re- 
quired in this financial year) for the basic 
construction and track work. 

We believe that we have enough inter- 
ested members to complete this layout to a 
high standard for the 1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition, and that there are other members 
who do not have the space to build them- 
selves a full layout, but who would like to 
produce an individual unit. Perhaps we 
shall have a large supply of 1500 mm x 600 
mm dioramas for next year’s Railway Mod- 
elling Competition! 

Other thoughts are that expansion of 
the Modular Layout will in time lead to L 
and U shapes and closed ovals with either 
standard or non-standard joining boards. 
Perhaps a double track operation on part 
of the layout may be considered. 

This proposal has not yet been consid- 
ered by the COM, so if any members wish 
to support it, comment on it, modify it or 
refute it, let’s hear from you SOON! I 
might add that the gratuitous mention of 
the possibility of inclusion of a Brunel 
viaduct does not necessarily indicate the 
way I shall vote on it! 


2 mm Notes 

Ian Wood is coming up with some ideas 
for a modular N scale layout and has even 
produced a scaled down model of it so that 
the idea can be more easily appreciated. 
More on this one in the next issue of The 
Branchline, perhaps. 


7 mm Notes 

Most of the wood butchery for the 
modification of Old Chislehurst now seems 
to have been oo and the track 
layers have started to move in on the 
station section and the scenery gods are 
drawing iines on the new curved section. 
Like Canute, one of them even drew where 
the high tide should stop! He obviously 
doesn’t remember what happened to King 
Canute - he got his feet wet! 

The curved Brunel trestle was reas- 
sembled (see last issue of The Branchline 
for sad saga of creosote treatment) just in 
time for the 1990 Railway Modelling 
Competition. It was poldted out to the 
judges that although himself’ did not build 
curved trestle bridges, this one was derived 
from a collage of bridges and the end result 
is how itis thought it might have been built, 
but as one of the judges was myopic, the 
other senile and both badly effected by 
creosote fumes after judging the trestle, I 
suppose I was lucky to get my 77-1/2 points 
for it! It came second in the Scratchbuilt 
Structures section of the competition, but 
it is now occupying pride of place on the 
layout for which it was designed. Hope you 
like it! nec 

Roger Solly 
Layouts Co-ordinator 
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Library Notes 


A few new books have been donated 
and these are firstly put on the New Litera- 
ture stand before being put on the main 
book shelves. The most significant book is 
one that we purchased on the recommen- 
dation of John Miller - it’s How to Build 
REALISTIC MODEL RAILROAD 
SCENERY by Dave Frary and although 
American based, nearly all his ideas are 
capable of universal application (Catalogue 
No D210). 

We have also purchased Book 2 of 
ELECTRONICS FOR MODEL RAIL- 
WAYS by Ken Stone (Catalogue No E304) 
and this has some pants re projects with 
all component parts needed being available 
in Australia. 

We also have a selection of back num- 
bers of MODEL RAILWAY JOURNAL 
in the Library for loan and we will be 
purchasing thei eight-times-a-year publica- 
tion in future, so watch out for them on the 
Current Issue rack. We will be looking out 
for more modelling books to purchase in 
the future (we will, of course, still accept 
donated books) and we will be giving 
consideration to subscribing to more maga- 
zines. It’s all a matter of what we can afford 
- and when! 

By the time that you are reading this, we 
will have received another 50 kg of books 
and magazines from AMRA member Tom 
Donkin in Newman. Those who witnessed 
the opening of his last donation will know 
the quality he gives us. Thanks again, Tom. 

We’ve also had a cash donation from 
Jim Gregg, which is to be used for Library 
purchases - part of this has been used for 
the purchase of the books mentioned ear- 
lier. Many thanks, Jim, and also for your 
comments on the benefits of the Library to 
you. 

The very current issues of Model Rail- 
ways, Steam Days, etc, which have also 
appeared were the in-flight reading mate- 
rial for AMRA member Peter Saote (who 
resides in the UK) for his recent visit to 
Perth. Thanks, Peter - we look forward to 
your next visit in March. 


Barry Keens 
Library Co-ordinator 


STOP PRESS11 

Have you seen Model Railroading? A 
good quality American magazine, covering 
the US and Canadian prototype, from the 
Tom Donkin donation - Catalogue No 123. 
Three years are on hand and well worth a 
look. 

Into vintage trucks, buses or cars? Extra 
issues of Vintage Road Scene are also now 
on the shelves. 
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Hard Yakka 


by George Bristow 

The recent article in Australian Model 
Railway Magazine (April 1990) on the subject 
of "Take Outs and Pick Ups’ (or the light 
goods traffic) of the South Australian 
Railways prompts me to let the uninformed 
know just what a labour intensive task for 
the guards involved was the comparable 
WAGR "Roadside Traffic’. 

Roadside vehicles were V or VA class 
vans or if you were lucky, the DA or F 
class, and were usually marshalled next to 
the brake van. 

The van card indicated the stations for 
which there was roadside and when coming 
on duty you received waybills for the goods 
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contained in the van. These were just a 
general waybill for each station, e.g. all 
items for Koorda on a waybill.....25 items 
from Westfarmers for Jones, 10 items from 
CWS for Co-op and so on. 

Now the night goods from Wylie to Muka 
70 miles away (for the truly uninformed, 
tread Wyalkatchem to Mukinbudin here!) 
always had two guards and the reason for 
this will become obvious. 

We would advise the driver as we went 
along if we had roadside for the next sta- 
tion so that he paid close attention to our 
signalling lamp and stopped the roadside 
vehicle opposite the goods shed when we 
gave him a ’red’. We also told him if we had 
a lot, in the hope that the fireman would 
wander back and lend a hand. 

All this lumping of goods went on in the 

feeble light of a hurricane lamp and our 
signalling lamp and it was damned difficult 
climbing over the jumble of goods ina VA 
that oe been rough shunted.....150 lb bags 
of flour, harvester parts, cartons of grocer- 
ies, all mixed up!...yes, beer too! The time 
for all this unloading could be 30 to 45 
minutes, whereas a wagon could be shunted 
out of a train in 10 minutes. With the 
manning set at four, the whole exercise was 
a costly waste when it was 10 hours, and 
sometimes more, before we all booked off 
duty. 
(George Bristow is a founder member of 
the WA Branch of the WA Branch of 
AMRA, a trustee of the Branch before 
incorporation and before retirement, a 
guard on the WAGR.) 


Video Review 


West Australian Rail Rover 
Derrick Enterprises 
69 minutes $29.95 

One of a trio of videos just released by 
AMRA member Kevin Derrick, the others 
being Iron Rails - Across the Hamersle 
and Chichester Ranges (54 minutes, $29.95) 
and Australia’s Trams in the Sixties - 
Volume 1 (40 minutes, $24.95). West 
Australian Rail Rover and Iron Rails are 
part of the Australian Railway Collectors 
Series and are indications of the intention 
to produce additional titles, subject, of 
course, to the whole venture being finan- 
cially viable. 

All video camera work in the tape under 
review was by Kevin Derrick himself and 
he has used considerable skill and creativ- 
ity in finding locations, in framing shots (I 
particularly liked one which used a broken 
window of the Collie roundhouse as a 
frame’ for his subject) and in minimum use 
of irritating zooming in and out and exces- 
sive panning. By and large, the shots allow 
the trains to ’run pete: ’ the picture and 
there has been considerable discretion shown 
in editing when long trains of essentially 
similar carriages pass close by the camera 

osition. He Fas achieved excellent colour 
baiaes and managed to get a beautiful 
blue sky in most shots, whereas it is all too 
easy to have this ’washed out’ by the video 
equivalent of.’over exposure’. 

Locations covered were on the routes 
and at the destinations of HVTR steam 
trains in the Perth metropolitan area, to 
Toodyay, to Collie, to Gingin (with Pm720), 
to York, to Dwellingup easnigl ny shots) 
and on the Etmilyn line with G123 (where 
there are some great shots taken around 
and from the cab), the ARHS Dd592/A 
Class diesel hauled train to Calingiri, a 
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Leschenault Lady Preservation Society 
special to Donnybrook and on a run on the 
2’ gauge Bennett Brook Railway in Whiteman 
Park. AMRA members Simon Mead and 
Ric Edwards can be seen in their ’other 
elements’ in some shots. There is also 
‘archive’ 16 mm film footage taken by 
AMRA member Jim Gregg around the east 
Perth Loco Shed (showing Ut664 in green 
livery and others moving around the yard), 
the 1970 visit to WA of 3801 and the 
parallel running with Dd592, an ARHS 
double headed special to Collie and early 
days of the HVTR to Dwelling. The cine 
transfers are quite well done. There is also 
material showing the present day scene, 
some of which has disappeared since penn 
shot. There is also a short segment on R17 
at Midland, strangely shot at night, thus 
not fully showing the blue livery of this 
famous preserved loco. 

Apart from a spelling error in the copy- 
right warning (the old possessive ‘its’ which 
sports an apostrophe), a very strange ref- 
erence to 'Leschenault Lady’ being named 
after the town of Donnybrook and a state- 
ment about the distance between Toodyay 
and Avon Yard which seems to be at least 
10 km short, the spoken and written word 
seems ‘correct’ and indeed these minor 
faults do little to reduce one’s enjoyment of 
this video. 

Overall, I enjoyed this mores and 
can recommend this video to members. It’s 
a good effort by Kevin Derrick and de- 
serves the support of the railway enthusi- 
asts in WA and elsewhere. If we don’t, 
there may not be any more! It’s cheap 
enough! 


Alan Porter 
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Book Reviews 
How To Build Realistic Model 
Railroad Scenery 


by Dave Frary 

Kalmach Publishing Co 

ISBN 81-84239 

pp 100 285 mm x 210 mm soft cover 
$15.25 

The 11 chapters in this magazine format- 
ted book cover the subject of model rail- 
road scenery comprehensively. Each chap- 
ter is well illustrated with monochrome and 
colour photographs (all taken by the au- 
thor). To do this book the full justice it 
deserves, more space would be required 
than the Editor will let me have for this 
review! 

Dave Frary is a modeller of prize win- 
mine dioramas, as well as a model railroad 
builder. He uses many simple, readily 
available items in his form of scenery. Most 
of these would be known to nearly all 
modellers, but what he has done in this 
book is to show the easy and effective way 
to use them. 

Some of the brand names quoted for 
items that have to be bought are available 
in Australia, but for those that are not, I 
am not entirely sure that we can find an 
equivalent. 

For matching natural colours and tex- 
tures, he suggests (nay, insists!) that yo go 
out ’into the field’ with swatches of avail- 
able or made up colours and textures and 
match them with the real thing. While out 
in the field, don’t forget to collect twigs, 
stones, earth, gravel, lichen and other 
interesting items for use. 

A list of basic tools, containers and 


materials is included in Chapter 1 and 
expanded as the book goes on. | was 
particularly impressed with his detailed 
information on Foreground Scenery and 
the emphasis he places on "getting it right’. 

All in all, a book you can understand, 
well illustrated and written from 25 years’ 
experience with gracious acknowledgement 
of help from other modellers. 


BGK 


Electronics for Model Railways, 
Book 2 


by Ken Stone 
Published by Talking Electronics 
ISBN 150690-48 
74 pp 270 mm x 205 mm soft cover 
$3.80 

A magazine sized publication with floppy 
card covers, poor quality paper, rather 
faint pictures, BUT 12 well described and 
documented projects for railway modellers. 


- The words are understandable, as are most 


diagrams, and the parts lists are compre- 
hensive. Kits or printed circuit boards are 
available by mail order for all projects and, 
being Australian produced, not too diffi- 
cult to obtain from the Victorian supplier. 
I have checked the availability of the other 
electronic parts in WA and discovered that 
what Altronics didn’t have, Dick Smith did. 

Don’t let the quality of the paper, or 
even the low price (only 50 cents more than 
Book 1, published in 1984) put you off this 
publication as the material is good and the 
projects have been tried and tested. 

A bit of everything (signals, sounds, 
controls, lights, etc), all designed to im- 
prove your layout and give you something 
to do, after taking six years to complete all 
of Book 1. 


BGK 
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Program 


FEBRUARY 
2 Sat General Club Activities 
You are at liberty to use the Clubroom 
facilities as you wish on these occasions. 
There’s the Branch’s 16.5 mm gauge layout 
Haltwhistle on which you can run your own 
trains (or you can use the Branch’s equip- 
ment), you can browse through mountains 
of information in the Library, you can join 
the workers who are modifying the 7 mm 
scale layout (formerly Chislehurst) and the 
4 mm scale Ossie Gully layout or, if you 
don’t want to do nuffing, you can chat away 
with like minded enthusiasts! 
4 Mon Modelling BR from 1948- 
1968 by Alan Porter 
There are many pitfalls in modelling the 
last 20 years of the steam era and the first 
years of the diesel locomotive era in Brit- 
ain, what with the effect of the motor car, 
long distance coaches, Dr Beeching, etc. 
Special attention will be given to the vari- 
ous liveries used, when they were applied 
and whether they could be seen under the 
grime! This is a poeet modelling period 
and there should be wise interest among 
modellers of the British scene in this talk. 
9 Sat General Club Activities 
11 Mon’ Sn3-1/2 Special Interest 
Group Meeting 
At these constructive ‘workshop’ ses- 
sions, you'll learn how to make common 
WAGR wagon types (such as the GC open 
wagon) and other items for modelling the 
local 3°6” railway scene in S scale, which 


you cannot "buy off the shelf’. 
13 Wed Photographing Models 

A discussion session on techniques of 
photographing models, covering choice of 
lends, lighting, depth of field, composition, 
etc. 


16 Sat General Club Activities 
18 Mon Practically Yours - Car- 
riages 


A ’community’ session, when everyone 
brings along a kit or a bit of scratchbuilding 
of a carriage and ’together’ we build them. 
Don’t forget, this is not a ‘chalk and talk’ 
session, but a ’workshop’ environment to 
tackle similar projects together. 

23 Sat Special Project Afternoon 

It’s on again - persecuting paper by 
collating, stapling, checking, enveloping 
and doing other nasty things to the next 
issue of The Branchline. 

27 Wed Video Night 

An opportunity to show your latest 
video footage on our revamped video set- 
up or to show us something you’ve seen or 
bought. Please note, however, the copy- 
right limitations that apply to the showing 
to clubs of some commercially available 
material. Also, please ensure that your 
tapes are wound on to the correct location, 
that is, cued up and ready to go! 


MARCH 
2 Sat General Club Activities 
a Mon Modelling in EM by mem- 


bers of the EM Gauge Society 

Why was the EM Gauge Society formed 
and what are the advantages (and the 
problems) in modelling in this 4 mm scale? 
What are the sources of supply and how do 
we get started? All these questions, and 
more, will be answered by the EM "team’ 
that Ted Thoday will be ’press ganging’ for 
this informative talk. 

9 Sat Loco Hauling Olympics 
Selections 

Let’s see how your team of Olympians 
performs (assisted by weight, traction tyres, 
multi-axle drives, etc) against our Dyna- 
mometer Mk II. No more than six locomo- 
tives from each member and an overall 
limit of 50 - otherwise, we'll be at the 
Clubrooms into the evening. 
11 Mon Sn3-1/2 Special 
Group Meeting 
13 Wed General Club Activities 
16 Sat Major Task working Bee 

This day is reserved for tackling some of 
the still outstanding major tasks remaining 
to be done around the Clubrooms (they’re 
listed on the Club Noticeboard) and which 
require organisation in the way of supervi- 
sion and the provision of tools and/or 
materials. Probable tasks will be - 

a __ finally completing the flooring above 
the storeroom; 

b cleaning mortar from bricks inside 
and outside of the building; 

c landscaping maintenance. 

’Gaffers’ will be in charge of each activ- 
ity. Bring along appropriate tools and clothes 
for what you are intending to get stuck 
into. 

As the name implies, THERE WILL 
BE NO OTHER CLUB FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE ON THIS DAY. 

18 Mon Model Railway Electrical 
Problems 

A discussion session on electrical prob- 
lems encountered in model railways. Bring 
along your problem (physically, if possible, 
but otherwise be prepared to describe it in 


Interest 


eee ts 


~~, 


AMRA_ Journal No 200 Page 25 


detail) and we’ll see if everyone present can 
solve it for you. 
23 Sat General Club Activities 

All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms 
at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswater, right 

posite Paddington Street. Moojebing Street 
runs off Guildford Road towards the Swan 
River about 50 metres east of the traffic 
lights which are opposite the Cresco fertil- 
iser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows: 

Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 

Saturdays 2 pm 

The Committeeman who is Duty Officer 
for the day will open the Clubrooms at least 
15 minutes earlier than the times specified 
above. Visitors are always welcome at any 
of the scheduled meetings - just introduce 
yourself to the Duty Committeeman (ask 
someone who he is). He will make you 
really feel ’at home’ by showing you around 
the facilities at the Clubrooms (which we 
believe are the best of any model railway 
club in WA) and by introducing you to 
some of the members present. 

The fee payable by members covers 
some of our general operating expenses 
and entitles hot refreshment (tea, coffee or 
Milo) plus biscuit. No fee is payable b 
visitors - unless they keep coming week 
after week after week - without joining up! 

Cool drinks are available at modest cost 
from the refrigerator. 
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How ’Small’ can be Beautiful 
(and Storable) 


by John White 

In the latest issue (No 4) of Britain’s 
newest model railway journal, Narrow Gauge 
and Industrial Railway Modelling Review, 
the lead article is about a mini-layout in HO 
narrow gauge, seemingly approximately 
1000 mm x 400 mm, built in Japan. 

Japan, as is well known suffers from a 
severe housing problem and very few people 
have room for a model railway of any 
proportions. Over the years this has led to 
the hobby evolving in two directions - 

1 the diorama concept, where a static 
model is produced to infinite detail, but the 
railway is often no more than suggested; 

2 the aforementioned mini-layout 
concept, usually in HO scale, of Japanese 
narrow gauge operations and on a self- 
contained board (incorporating electrics) 
for use on table tops. 

As residents of the world’s larger cities 
seem to be coming more apartment (unit) 
dwellers, it would seem inevitable that 
these modelling restrictions may spread 
beyond Japan. 

For us in WA, who, to date, are seem- 
ingly spoiled for space, it may be some time 
before we need to model in this way, but 
it occurred to me that the concepts have 
some appeal, possibly not so much the 
mini-layout (which really only leads itself 
to the smaller scales and narrow gauge 
especially - which is fine by me!). Dioramas 
seem to be the ideal way that the ’armchair 
modeller’ may take initial steps towards 
actual modelling. Or it could provide a 
modeller with the opportunity to try his 
hand at a different prototype or gauge/ 
scale ratio so that of his main interest. 

Dioramas built to Sn3-1/2 for instance 
could be incorporated into a joint layout 
yet not commit the builder to acquiring 
much stock other than a few wagons from 
the Sn3-1/2 Group as part of his own 


display. 

These static displays would be the ideal 
way of testing a modelling technique before 
actual application to a layout. Richard 


Smart built many such dioramas many 


years ago, but these were deliberately 
unfinished as they were meant to show 
construction/scenic techniques. 

Any modeller who visits a local hobby 
shop will see many dioramas on display, 
mainly of war or battlegraund themes, in 
both modern or period settings, usually 
items from the range of Tamiya range of 
plastic kits. These are finished to a level 
usually far superior than that achieved on 
most model railways and each is a self- 
contained scene. 

For us, railside industries or locomotive 
facilities lend themselves to the diorama/ 
mini-layout approach and maybe we could 
see some examples at the 1991 Railway 
Modelling Competition, for how much better 
would the structures in the 1990 Railway 
Modelling Competition have aero as 
part of a scenic setting, especially the well 
modelled Brunel trestle bridge. 

Lack of space and/or money need not be 
an excuse for inactivity in actual modelling, 
for a small scratchbuilt (or, one or two kit) 
setting, extra detailed and realistically 
weathered, would surely not be too expen- 
sive. 

Have a go; be a pioneer - at either 
concept and share your experience with the 
rest of us. Who knows; a collection of 
dioramas/mini-layouts could provide our 
Exhibition administrators with a bonus of 
a very interesting exhibit for the annual 
Model Railway Exhibition. 

Having said all this, no doubt a few 
‘armchair bound’ readers will say “It’s 
alright for him to talk; I bet he does not 
have a go” and you will be right, for my 
time will be spent getting my own layout 
exhibitable, as outlined elsewhere in The 
Branchline! 

Next year though - who knows? 


Balance Weights on Locomotive 
Driving Wheels 


In Issue No 198 of Journal, there was a 
letter from John Gardner of Victoria ex- 
plaining the balancing of the rotating masses 
and the reciprocating masses in a steam 
locomotive. I had intended to get into this 
subject in the October issue of The Bran- 
chline, but John had ’stolen my thunder’ to 
some extent with his letter - still it saves me 
a lot of time and space in quoting exten- 
sively, as I had intended, from the recently 
published book Raising Steam by Denis 
Griffiths (Patrick Stephens Limited, 1989). 

John’s quotes from his ’modern’ 1925 (!) 
teference accords with what Denis Griffiths 
had to say, which just goes to show that 
there’s really nothing new under the sun! 
However, there are a couple of additional 
points that Denis Griffiths makes which are 
worth bringing forth: 

a The magnitude of the hammer blow 
resulting from the full balancing of the 
Ste bea. masses depends on the size of 
the balance weight added, its distance from 
the centre of rotation and the speed of 
rotation. Actually, it’s the square of the 
speed which determines the magnitude of 
the hammer blow, so express locomotives 
running at high speed and with large di- 
ameter driving wheels are the most suscep- 


tible to hammer blow problems. 

b In true compromise tradition, 
hammer blow is minimised by only balanc- 
ing a portion of the reciprocating masses 
(usually two-thirds with a two-cylinder 
locomotive). This still produces some side 
to side swaying, but keeps hammer blow 
within certain limits. 

c Low masses for reciprocating parts 
such as pistons, rods, valve gear, etc, 
reduced the requirement for large recipro- 
cating balance masses. 

d With four-cylinder locomotives, there 
is no need for large weights to balance 
reciprocating masses (this is because one 
lot of reciprocating gear, such as pistons, 
rods, etc, 1s coming forward as another set 
is going aft, thus ’cancelling each other 
out’). The same is almost true for correctly 
designed three-cylinder locomotives with 
cranks positioned such that the next for- 
ward reciprocating force equates to the net 
backward reciprocating force. 

e Designers might decide that slightly 
imperfect balance could be tolerated and 
not use balance weights, thus avoiding the 
problem of hammer blow. 

So, where does all this get us with the 
original question of why did the SECR R1 
Class 0-6-0T apparently not have any bal- 
ance weights? Although these locomotives 
had quite large driving wheels, they would 
not have been high speed machines and it 
might be that Stirling (and Wainwright, 
later) believed that, being inside cylindered 
locomotives, a little bit of sway from 
unbalanced reciprocating bits and pieces 
would not be any great trouble and, hence, 
no balance weights. 


Letter to the Branchline Editor 


From Gus Durham 

Dear Alan 

Like all members of the WA Branch of 
AMRA, I look forward to reading every 
issue of The Branchline to see what infor- 
mation you have for us. But I failed to put 
my appreciation in writing and what has 
prompted me now was Norm Chapple’s 
Modelling Westrail’s Standard Gauge in 
HO Scale in the October issue (reprinted in 
Issue No 199 of Journal). 

I would like to congratulate Norm on 
this very informative article; it shows very 
well how we can model part of the local 
scene. Most importantly, Norm has given a 
lot of information on what and where to 
buy - in the kit and the ready-to-run 
equipment suitable. This modelling will not 
replace our local Sn3-1/2 modelling, but 
may give modellers a good start towards 
graduating to this special interest group. 

One thing I would like to add to Norm’s 
words is that we can now run our Flying 
Scotsman and Pendennis Castle locos NSW 
in 00 scale) with our Australian (NSW 
candy stripe colour scheme) coaches with- 
out fear of criticism, following the tour last 
year of these two great locomotives to the 
standard gauge Westrail lines. 

When in Sydney recently, I was speak- 
ing to my friend Max, who is also a member 
of AMRA and he mentioned that the first 
thing he turns to on receiving his copy of 
each issue of AMRA Journal is the notes 
reprinted from The Branchline. He tells me 
he is not the only NSW member who enjoys 
these excerpts from The Branchline. 

Keep up the good work Alan, as it is 
greatly appreciated. 
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Late last year I did something I didn’t 
think I would ever do. I flewa Boeing 737, 
not only that but | managed to fly it 
through The Rialto Building. Now before 
any one calls the little men with the white 
jacket with long arms I had better explain. 

The 737 | flew was actually firmly 
bolted to the floor in the Ansett Flight 
Simulator building in Tullamarine. I was 
a little sceptical of the realism of these 
flight simulators but after one "flight” | 
wish I had one in my back yard. It is easy 
to see how easy the human senses are to 
fool when you see one of these inflight. 

The Ansett simulators only show night 
scenes (probably because it uses less 
computer power) but the effect is startling 
when the lights started to move as we 
taxied out to the end of the runway at 
Tullamarine. The realism is so great that 
you can feel the bumps in the runway 
as the “aircraft ” taxies. The engineer 
who was acting as our pilot made us all 
eo on our seatbelts for our own safety. 

e sat on the end of the runway with the 
lights stretching out in front of us and the 
lights of the terminal and city of to our 
right. 

The pilot pulled back on the throttles 
and i was pushed back into my seat by the 
thrust of the “engines” and down the 
runway we went. The usual vibrations,bumps 
and groans that anyone who has flown is 
used to were all recreated with total real- 
ism. When the wheels left the ground the 
aicraft smoothed out and then the bump 
of the wheels being retracted could be felt. 

The pilot then told me to take over 
and fly toward Melbourne. I am just glad 
that no-one could actually see me flying 
towards Melbourne, the ground, the moon 
and anything else that was in the way. 
Whilst | was doing this a very heavily 
accented American voice kept telling me |! 
was an idiot for going too close to the 
ground or climbing too steeply or any of 
acouple of dozen things that you shouldn’t 
do ina multi million dollar aircraft. This 
was the computer doing the talking and it 
really got on your back if you did some- 
thing wrong. 

Driving home from Tullamarine I was 
thinking about the simulators and I mused 
what it would be like to be able to jump 
into my own locomotive simulator at home 
and selecta GG1 on aclocker from New 
York to Washington (or an R class to 
Albury or whatever else is your fancy). 
Imagine it the clickety click of the rails, 
the crash of the wheels through the switches, 
the hum of 4000 HP behind you and the 
rocking of the carbody, even the smell of 
the ozone could be fed into the cab (push 
button § to turn of the smell of the cattle 
yards). The mind boggles. 


— 


From Malar Cooked 


The big opposition to this ideais the 
cost, the 737 simulator cost a cool $28 
million and the total complex of 4 
simulators and building was over $100 
million. This cost would probably be 
cheaper for a train simulator as the instru- 
mentation is nowhere near as complex and 
the range of movements is a lot less than 
than the equivalent for an aircraft. 

A few issues back someone was talking 
about directions used in Railroad names 
(SOUTH Australian Railways for instance). 
I think the ultimate of names for having 
directions must be the EASTERN 
Tennessee And WESTERN NORTH 
Carolina railroad. This railroad is the 
prototype for the the Bachmann G scale 
locomotive. 

Also in that issue mention was made of 
Garratt locomotives getting into and/or 
out of synchronisation. The Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad built a one off experimental 
passenger locomotive called the Lord 
Baltimore which was a 4-4-4-4 and it was 
advertised that someone standing by the 
track would be able to here the 2 engines 
working. In fact this did not happen and 
the engines tended to get into sync even 
though there was no connection between 
the engines. To remedy this problem the 
B & Osimply turned down the tyres on the 
front pair of drivers by linch! The official 
reason was that the engine would be more 
efficient with the engines not being in 
sync but I tend to beleive that the PR 
story is probably correct. 


Grame Nitz 
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Camberwell Exhibition - 


March 1991 


The 1991 Exhibition will be held at the 
Camberwell Civic Centre from Friday 8 
March to Monday 11 March. The times are 
as follows: 

Friday and Saturday - 10 am to 10 pm 

Sunday and Monday - 10 am to 6 pm 

Robert Bogie is the Roster Supervisor - 
if you are able to assist with the AMRA 
duties, make yourself known to Robert and 
put your name on the roster. If hes cannot 
get to a meeting, but wish to help at the 
Exhibition, contact Robert either at PO 
Box 5439 CC GPO, Melbourne 3001, or 

hone him on 560 5827 between 7.30 and 
pm. If your name is one the roster and 
you are assisting at the Exhibition, each 
side of the meal break AMRA members 
will be provided with a meal free of charge. 

On the Sunday evening there will be an 
Award Presentation night at our Clubrooms 
in Glen Iris, commencing at 6.30 pm. Light 
refreshments and drinks will be provided at 
no cost to all who wish to attend. 

We will need assistance at the Clubrooms 


Oe 


at 8 am on Thursday 7 March to load and 
transport exhibits to Camberwell, and to 
pack up at the close of the Exhibition, so 
please keep it in mind when filling in the 
roster. 


Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 


Library Notes 


This column is being written just a little 
while before Christmas; it may be no 
coincidence that most of the books I’ve 
been able to find lately are large and 
lavishly illustrated. 

The heftiest is TRIUMPH OF NAR- 
ROW GAUGE: A HISTORY OF QUEENS- 
LAND RAILWAYS by John Kerr (the 
other John Kerr), and published by 
Boolarong Publications, of whom I’ve never 
heard. They are to be congratulated on the 
book, for its production, as he is for its 
content. And Gaccnstand Railways, for its 
sponsorship. 

The story takes QR from 1865 (Ipswich 
to Toowoomba) up to the vast electrifica- 
tion works, operating and under develop- 
ment in 1989. It is readable, clearly set out, 
and informative, and, as! suggested above, 
beautifully illustrated. You may have opin- 
ions about Queensland Railways. Here is a 
book to tell you how they got that way, and 
how they’re changing. 

To New south Wales and THE BIG 
ENGINES OF THE NSWGR by K T 
Groves, published by the NSW Transport 
Museum. It is, of course, about the 57 and 
58 classes, and after the two STANDARDS 
IN STEAM books, I took it to be a further 
volume in a series about their various loco 
classes. In fact, only about 40 pages are 
history, of their introduction and prob- 
lems. Some of that is devoted to official 
comments on the problems, with the au- 
thor’s energetic remarks on the truth or 
(usually) falsity of those comments. The 
author was fireman and driver on every one 
of the locos in the two classes, and the rest 
of the hefty book is his reminiscences, and 
those of fellow drivers, of the machines. 
Well worth reading, and again superbly 
illustrated, in black and white and colour. 
Look for Bruce Belbin’s colour shot of 
5711 at speed on page 230. 

The death sentence on steam in New 
South Wales was passed in 1963, to be 
effective in 1967. Diesels were being intro- 
duced rapidly, and a prolonged drought 
(no money, no loads, no water for steam- 
ers) made it likely that the axe would fall 
even earlier. In fact, a bumper wheat 
harvest in 1967 created such a demand for 
motive power that steam locos were re- 
quired for the next six years. It is this 
extension of life that Laurie Anderson’s 
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SEASONS OF STEAM (Bowenia Publica- 
tions) celebrates, with an excellent selec- 
tion of photographs, arranged chronologi- 
cally, and with extended captions, from 
which a history of the saga could be 
compiled. A very nice job. 

AMONG MY FAVOURITES, compiled 
by Jean Campbell, was published in 1989, 
but I have only just managed to catch up 
with it. It is a sbllection of shots, selected 
by a number of railway photographers, 
with a brief note on each of the photogra- 
phers, and a personal comment on each 
shot. The photos are excellent, as you 
would expect from the names, and the idea 
is a good ore, but it is infuriating to have 
no contents list, or any other way of finding 
a particular photographer. Otherwise, nice, 
photo, card cover, some colour. 

AUSTRALIAN RAIL COMPANION 
edited by Robin Bromby, is a smaller 
production, also card covered. It is simply 
a collection of psa articles, man 
very good, and by established authors. 
nice thing to browse through before going 
to sleep on an overnight train. 

It’s now too late to say "Merry Chrtist- 
mas’, but at any rate, Happy New Year! 


Brian Southwell 


Librarian 
@eeoeooeooeoeaeoeeeoeeoeeee ed 6 0 


Victorian Branch Notes 


November Meeting 
Competition 
Model . 
T Reeves - VR Suburban Steam Train 
(kit bashed from Roundhouse, Overland 
Coaches and Bachman Loco - Loco No 
162, 17AB, 50AB) - 91 points 
Photo 

Slide - G Attrill - Flying Scotsman at 
Heathcote Junction - 80 points 

Print - S Westerman - Flying Scotsman 
at Broadford - 80 points 
Syliabus Topic 

Rob Bogie gave a talk on Assembling 
Plastic Kits with opinions as to the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of various types 
available - specifically covering USA proto- 
types. 
December Meeting 
Models for Display 

R Bogie - Stuart Hobbies FTA NYC DE 
HO loco- North West Short Line (USA) - 
gear boxes, quartering tool, gear puller, 
axle shafts and mechanism planning kit 

K Stone - Electronics for model railways 
(Book 2) at $3.80 RRP 
Competition 
Model - none submitted 
Photo 

Slide - G Attrill - Comm Eng EMU set 
at Richmond - 89 points 

Print - S Westerman - Comm Eng EMU 
set at Moorabbin - 84 points 
Syllabus Topic 

Was a reverse raffle at which 37 prizes 
were supplied by the following donors: 

British Train Supplies, Rail ’n Thuskist, 
Buffer Stop, Train World, Hearns Hobby, 
Engine Shed, Victorian Hobby Centre, 
Rail Fan Shop, J Harry, S Westerman, G 
Nitz, Mrs Bogie and AMRA (Victorian 
Branch). 

Thanks to the above donors for helping 
in putting on this event. 


General News 
People requiring Club jackets, shirts, 


badges, etc, to place their order with Stuart 
Westerman by the September 1991 meet- 
ing. 

Camberwell Exhibition 1991 

(see elsewhere for further information) 

1 The Manager (Bob Edwards) spoke 
of the need for members to give a keener 
response in distributing the dodgers in 
letter boxes, schools, shops, etc, to help 
advertise the event. It is considered that 
this could help in improving the attendance 
at virtually no cost. 

2  Itis required that people who have 
goods to sell have these goods, together 
with the paper work, in the hands of Bill 
Morehouse prior to 9 pm on the Thursday 
evening 7 March 1991. 

Working Bee 

To be held on Saturday and Sunday 16 
and 17 February 1991, from 9 am. 

During 1990, the following eight general 
working bees were held: 


Saturday 17/2/90 - attendance - 6 
Saturday 19/5/90 - ” - 6 
Saturday 17/8/90 - ” - 14 
Saturday 3/11/90 - ” 2g 

Total - 29 
Sunday 18/2/90 - attendance - 7 


Sunday 20/5/90 -” - 9 
Sunday 12/8/90 -” - 8 
Sunday 4/11/90 -” - 8 

Total - 31 


At these working bees, 31 individual 
members attended one or more as listed 


later. This roll up is a great improvement. 


over previous years where it was generally 
the same few every time. It is far better to 
have a large number of members turning up 
once or twice a year than a few members 
all the time. Unfortunately, it sometimes 
happens that more members turn up than 
there is work to be done and sometimes 
vice versa. This is difficult to prevent 
without trying to organise a roster type 
system, which brings its own problems. It 
is considered that the ad hoc system as at 
present is the best, but if anyone has any 
other ideas, please discuss with those 
concerned. 

Listing of members attending working 
bees during 1990: 

R Marsden - 6 attendances 

J Treseder - 5 attendances 

G Turner, D Marsden - 4 attendances 

R Lloyd, D Norman, A Johnson - 3 
attendances 


R Thomas, B Lloyd, J Kerr, A Jenkin-. 


son, B Southwell, A Woods, J Davison, G 
Nitz - 2 attendances 

D Ely, R Robinson, M Prescott, J 
Shenton, P England, J McDonald, M Martin, 
R Dall, W Morehouse, S Westerman, D 
Nimon, E Secker, W Secker, G Brown, R 
Bogie, B Wadge - 1 attendance 

A further two special working bees were 
held during the year for the purpose of 
working the Kyneton layout. These were 
held on Sunday 21 January and Sunday 4 
March 1990. Those attending were as fol- 
lows: 

G Nitz (both days), D Marsden (both 
days), R Bogie (both days), A McKenna, 
I McKenna, R Lloyd, G Turner, A Johnson, 
P England, R Marsden 

Also a working bee was held on Friday 
24 August 1990 to get the Clubrooms ready 
for the open day weekend. Those attending 
were as follows: 

R Marsden, A Johnson, G turner, G 


Stockfeld, J Treseder, J Kerr 

Finally, thanks to all members who gave 
oF some of their time for working bees. It 
all helps to make the Club and building a 
better place. 
Running Days 

Will be held on the third Sunday in 
February gee pony tg bie working bee 
to be held prior on the Sunday morning. 
There will be no running day during March 
and April 1991. 
Clinic Nights 

It is proposed to once again have these 
evenings on the last Thursday in May, 
August and October 1991. The COM is 
interested in hearing from anyone who 
could conduct one or more of these clinics. 
Please give consideration to this as it is seen 
as a good idea to improve the skills of the 
membership. 


MEK 
Willsland has new stocks of this product 
for sale. Enquiries, etc, to Bill Morehouse. 


Kyneton Layout 

Geoff Brown is the co-ordinator for this 
project. The layout still requires a lot of 
work covering scenery, crossing gates, signals, 
fencing, buildings, etc. 


Exhibition Roster 

Rob Bogie desires members to indicate 
their availability for manning at the Cam- 
berwell Exhibition over the long weekend 
in March 1991. 


Exhibition Construction Centre 

Rob Dall, Co-ordinator, requires mod- 
els for display (structures, rolling stock, 
etc) at Camberwell 1991. He also requires 
members who will help operate this Centre. 
Further, he requires someone to help with 
the 1991 Exhibition to organise, etc, with 
the intent to take over this duty in 1992 as 
Rob is not able to do this for that year. 


Timetable Operations 

During 1990, the following prototype 
operations were held: 

UK prototype - 4 sessions - average 19 
attendance 

European prototype - 1 session - aver- 
age 23 attendance 

Australian prototype - 4 sessions - 19 
attendance 

USA prototype - 13 sessions - average 
15.3 attendance 

It will be noticed from the Agenda sheet 
that the 4th Thursday evening of the month, 
sessions are listed as USA prototype. This 
is because the members with USA stock are 
willing to attend these evenings and make 
their equipment available. It does not 
‘ergo other prototype evenings being 

eld, provided enough members with suit- 
able stock, etc, are available. 

Thanks must go to those members who 
bring stock, etc, to these operating ses- 
sions. Without this, the sessions would not 
be able to be held. 

Omission 

The diagram of the Victorian Branch 
HO layout in Journal 199, page 134, was 
drawn by G Turner. 


Show and Tell 

The February 1991 social meeting (refer 
to program) is a show and tell your train 
on the Club layout’. Members are required 
to bring along a train that holds some 
special interest for them, describe and 
detail the make, type, etc, and why the 
interest and give a demonstration of its 
running ability (if it does run). 


Page 28 


AMRA_ Journal No 200 


ASS y 
| Paget ef te 
Om ine! 


President’s Piece 


Well, Journal hits No 200, NSW Branch 
enters it’s 35th year. How time marches on! 

My first encounter with AMRA was, | 
believe, an exhibition held at Burwood 
Police Boys’ Club. some time during the 
following year I signed on the dotted line 
and sent in my subscription. In those days, 
meetings were held once a month at the 
Burwood Club, a full business meeting with 
a bit of time left over for talks and model- 
ling demonstrations, or for watching the 
trains go around on the Boys’ Club 0 gauge 
layout. (This layout operated automatically 
outside the yard limits of the 37 stations. It 
was not unusual for a train to disappear 
into the bowels of that layout and not be 
sighted again for about two hours.) 

We had no group of ladies to look after 
the tea and bikkies, so we had the ‘lucky 
door prize’ system, whereby the first ticket 
drawn won a small prize, the next three or 
four drawn, won the afternoon tea making 
and washing up. 

After numerous false starts, including 
the purchase, demolition, removal and 
storage of a portable school building, the 
Management Committee negotiated the 
purchase of our current clubroom at Rock- 
dale, then a large green? tin shed. The most 
memorable description came from a US 
Marine Sea Bee Officer, on R and R from 
Vietnam, who declared ”that’s not a build- 
ing, that’s a goddam wind break” (he was 
watching a rather strange operation on the 
end walls and roof ridge at the time). 

The ”go before you come ‘cause you 
can’t go till you’ve gone” syndrome was 
cured by the building of the toilet block. 
This was followed by the construction of 
the kitchen, extension of the main hall, 

rovision of an office, addition of the new 
ayout room and brick veneering of what- 
ever remained visible of the original build- 
ing. 

So, we-have our Clubrooms as they now 
stand, with layouts in existence for N, HO/ 
OO and 0 gauge modellers, and an exhibi- 
tion layout, now over 21 years old. 

As I pointed out to the members present 
at the last meeting for 1990, the Clubroom 
is not self supporting. If it were not for the 
great amount of work put in by a compara- 
tive few of our members to make our 
Exhibition the success that it is, we would 
possibly have to close our doors. We not 
only need more members, we need more 
members attending meetings at the 
Clubrooms, and we need every member 
who does attend to remember to leave their 
attendance fee in the box as they sign in. 
Can you bring in a new member? 

While on the subject of Exhibition, 
YES, the 1990 exhibition was a success, but 
more volunteer workers would make the 
Roster Clerk’s and Exhibition Manager’s 


jobs a lot easier, thanks Phil and Bob for 


a job well done - hope all the hair grows 


OER, By! 


Ly 
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back soon. 

Let’s all look upon 1991 as a year to 
increase our membership and to get going 
on the completion of the existing layouts. 
If you want to help with the layouts, 
contact the COM or one of the layout 
supervisors. If you locate new member 
prospects, well the Federal Registrar at- 
tends an awful lot of NSW Branch meet- 
ings. 

The time is rapidly approaching when 
we should begin construction of a new 
Exhibition Heer I have already raised the 
matter with the 1990 COM, as it is a matter 
which has been in the minutes for a couple 
of years. I propose that some general 
discussion be raised on this subject at the 
1991 AGM. Hopefully the 1991 COM will 
discuss the points raised, and at an early 
date, make further submissions to the NSW 
Branch membership via Journal. 


Yours in modelling 
Phil Kelly 


Program 
FEBRUARY 
2 Sat Annual General Manager 
8 Fri Layout operation 
9 Sat Combined SCMRA/AMRA 
Clinic - loco sound systems 
16 Sat Auction 
22 Fri Layout operation 
MARCH 
2 Sat _—_ Clinic - Throttles - find out 
about them 
8 Fri Layout operation 
16 Sat Clinic - Throttles - build one 
2 Fri Film/Slide - J S Glastonbury 
31 Sun EASTER - layout opera- 
tion 
APRIL 
6 Sat Layout operation 
12 Fri Clinic - detailing wagons 
20 Sat Modelling Competition 
26 Fri Layout operation 
MAY 
4. Sat Layout operation 
10 Fri Clinic - Scenery Modelling 
18 Sat Open-Day 
24 Fri Layout operation 
JUNE 
1 Sat Auction 
14 Fri Slide night - C Gilbertson 
15 Sat | Layout operation 
28 Fri Layout operation 


Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, 
Rockdale, are held on - 
Ist and 3rd Saturdays 
and 
2nd and 4th Fridays. 


UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, 


meeting times are as follows: : 
Fridays7.30 - 11 pm 
Saturdays 2 to 5.30 pm 

AUCTIONS: Goods for sale to be s 
booked in by 2 pm. 

NOTE: AMRA (NSW) Clubroom 
telephone number is-- 
567 1899. 


All correspondence regarding NSW 
Branch matters should be addressed to - 
The Secretary 
PO Box 194 
ROCKDALE NSW 
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AMRA Club Coats 


Since the Sydney Exhibition there have 
been some enquiries about obtaining the 
brown coats with the AMRA logo as worn 
by some members at the Exhibition. 

Full details and self measurement charts 
will be available at Rockdale by the time 
this edition of Smoke Signals is received. 

Expected cost at this stage is about $50. 

For more information, contact Bob 
Wardrop. 
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N Scale Report or 
Staring in Disbelief That We Have 


Come This Far 

The N scale layout at the Rockdale © 
clubrooms has now been under construc- 
tion for four years - since December 1986 
when the idea was first mooted at a Branch 
committee meeting (the predecessor of a 
nauseating number to be held re os the ? 
exact ‘parameters’ of the thing). Well, in 
the intervening period a layout of quite 
significant proportions, and dare | say it, 
significant quality has blossomed. Of course, 
this is a totally unbiased opinion. 

Now standing and looking at the layout 
is even more satisfying, because with the 
exception of the turntables, THE WHOLE 
LAYOUT IS NOW OPERATIONAL. All 
of the point motors on Watson’s Flat ter- 
minus (courtesy Neil Watson), which is the 
last area to be laid (courtesy John Lisch- 
eld), are promptly obeying every command 
from its beautiful panel (courtesy Dave 
Bennett). The mainline is quite capably 
handling the trains that crawl its length. In 
fact even at a scale mainline speed, trains 
can take some minutes to return to the 
same spot on the dogbone shape. While the 
Wallamundra/Wallamudra Station surrounds 
will remain bareboarded in the foreseeable 
future as the rest of the layout is attended 
to, it will nevertheless be the focus of 
extensive shunting operations. 

Two old but appealing Western Electric 
boxes were previously used to house the 
transformers for the layout. These have 
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now been transferred to a new brown box 
(yes, Simpson Sand AGAIN), under the 
Bennett station area. This they will share 
with the computer destined to control the 
signalling operations of the layout. This is 
a complicated but exciting step in the 
overall progress - the tiny ‘coloured light’ 
signals, constructed from LEDs, will popu- 
late the mainline, with prototypical opera- 
tion possible from the signals given. The 
branch is a longer term proposition - al- 
though the lower quadrant signals intended 
for it will be vulnerable and more difficult 
to engineer, they are few in number and 
would be well worth the aesthetic and 
prototypical appeal. 

Despite the work required i! the com- 
puter program, the scenery will progress 
dramatically in the coming months. The 
entire inside of the layout is being brought 
to the stage of an initial plaster layer, which 

ives a more cohesive impression of the 
intended landscape than the unsightly 
polystyrene. 

The access bay in the end of the penin- 
sula has its scenic framework erected and 
soon will be covered with chicken wire, 
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forming a support for the layers of papier 
mache and fabric, which will not crack 
when the inevitable goon bumps his head 
on the bottom of it when inspecting, or 
retrieving from, the mainline tunnel area. 
Whether the structure will eventually grow 
a cranium-shaped bulge is still in question! 


Glenn Watson 
N Scale Supervisor 


eoeoeeeeeeoeoee see eee ee @ 


General Notes 


Firstly, | must admit a mistake that 
occurred in both issues No 198 (September/ 
October) and No 199 (November/Decem- 
ber) of Journal for dates of meetings during 
December. This was only noticed by one of 
the committee a few days before the date 
of the Friday night. 

The Federal AGM was held at Rockdale 
Clubrooms on Friday night 9 November 
last, and was well attended. Details in 
another section of Journal. 

On Saturday 10 November, members of 
our Club ventured up to Epping for a clinic 
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put on by the SCMRA Branch. It consisted 
of detailing NSW models of buildings, 
locos and wagons from commercial kits. A 
very interesting and enjoyable afternoon 
was had by all in attendance. We will be 
looking forward to their visit to Rockdale 
on Saturday 9 February. 

The auction held on Saturday 17 No- 
vember last was very well attended by 
members and hope that our next auction on 
16 February will be as well attended. Our 
COM may have to have further events in 
the local Town Hall. 

Ray Love, the ever popular photogra- 
pher and informant, provided us with a 
very enjoyable slide night on NSW locos 
and rolling stock on Friday 23 November. 
Come again, Ray, please! 

1 December was the night for our annual 
Christmas Dinner which was organised by 
Ed and Val.Hogan, capably assisted by our 
Ladies Committee. A very enjoyable night 
was had by all. Thanks. . 

May 1991 be a no-problem year to us all. 

Keith Wall 


Branch Reporter 
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VICIORIA BRIDGE 


President’s Piece 


Back on 25 October 1990, the Queens- 
land Branch had the Annual General 
Meeting. The results of the election are as 
follows: 

President - Bob Mawson 

Vice President - Jim Bilby 

Secretary - Tony Weber 

Treasurer - Neil Johnman 
Committeeman and Branch Reporter - Ted 
Ward 

Committee members - Bruce Hoppitt and 
Jim Christie 

Steve Malone will continue as Librarian 
and Sales Cupboard convenor. Stan Moore 
and Robert Farlow will assist Steve with his 
duties. I would like to welcome Bruce and 
Jim onto the Committee of Management 
and thank Arthur Hayes and Barry Pe- 
tersen who both stepped down at the 
Annual General Meeting for their contri- 
bution with the previous Committee of 
Management. Both Arthur and Barry found 
that their work and study commitments in 
1991 would inhibit their attendance at 
Committee of Management meetings. 

As you read this, the May Show will be 
less than four months away. Jim Christie, 
our Exhibition Secretary, sent out 75 invi- 
tations, so with a little luck, we should have 
a minimum of 45 exhibitors. We still have 
one working bee left to do and this is to 

aint the remainder of the fencing. At the 
ast working bee, the Hayes and Aaron 
Simpson painted a 10’ long section of fence 
in six minutes and two seconds! It was a 
case of (BEWARE THE FLYING PAINT 
BRUSHES!!"". 

Arthur Hayes has come up with an idea 
to help make all the corner pieces of 
fencing match up a lot easier so this should 
make our work at the show a little simpler. 
Still on the show, plans for the Stephen 
Suggit Modelling Competition are ’all go’. 
We’ve had the PANDROL clip chrome 
plated and professionally mounted on a 
piece of stained timber and it looks great. 
I think that it will create a lot of interest in 
the modelling competition in the future. If 
you would like details of the competition, 
then contact Tony Weber. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Steve Malone and Tony Weber for 
organising the Branch’s Christmas outing 
to the grounds of the Queensland Society 
of Model and Experimental Engineers on 
Saturday 25 November last. We had a good 
turn up of members and their families and 
everyone enjoyed themselves, especially 
the children. On the day, everything seemed 
to run so smoothly. If you’ve never been to 
the QSM&EE grounds, I would like to 
encourage you to do so the next time that 
we plan a trip to Strathpine. On 1 Decem- 
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ber, we had our Christmas get together at 
the Clubrooms. It was a good night with a 
good roll up of members and families. The 
ladies are to be congratulated on a wide 
variety of goodies which were supplied. 
The night was a double celebration as it 
was Harry Parkes 80th birthday and his 
wife Rosa brought in a lovely birthday cake 
for all to enjoy. Harry blew out the candles 
(8) all in one go!! 

Our Annual Modelling Competition was 
held on 24 November last. The quality of 
the entrants was very good. The voting for 
the models was conducted by the members 
present on the evening. Voted the best 
Advanced Modeller was Jim Christie with 
his Sn2 0-6-2 freelance cane loco. Voted 
best beginner was John Lees with his HO 
scale QR 2170 class diesel locomotive. Best 
scratchbuilt locomotive was an 0-6-2T built 
to Sn3-1/2 scale by Steve Malone. Best kit 
bashed locomotive was a Northern Pacific 
2-8-2 modified by Tony Weber. In the 
diesel section, the Best Bit Bash was a VR 
B class modified by Max Zimmerman. In 
the kit section, we had a dead heat between 
John Lees with his QR 2170 class diesel and 
Chris Malone with his US SW7. Glen 
Wright won the Diesel Scratchbuilt Sec- 
tion with a beautiful model of QR’s 2400 
class. In the Passenger Can Section, Arthur 
Hayes won with his LHO van, while in the 
Scratchbuilt Section, Jim Christie was 
declared winner with his Sn2 Guard’s Van. 
In the Freight Car Section, Tony Weber 
was declared winner in the kit section with 
a Tichy Train Group model of a Pacific 
Fruit Express reefer. In the Scratchbuilt 
Section, Arthur Hayes walked away with 
the prize with a great model of the SRA’s 
NCWE coil wire wagon. The Best Structure 
was Jim Bilby’s Station Master’s House. 

Best Overall Diesel was Glen Wright’s 
2400 class. 

Best Overall Passenger Car was Jim 
Christie’s Sn2 Guard’s Van. 

Best Overall Freight Wagon was Arthur 
Hayes’ NCWF wagon. 

That’s about all the news for now, so 
until next time, great modelling. 


Bob Mawson 
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Program 


The Branch meets at the Clubroom 
shown on the map above on the first and 
third Saturday afternoon, plus the fifth if 
occurring, and on the second and fourth 
Thursday nights of each month. Some 
calendar months occasion two meetings in 
some weeks and none in others, but that is 
inevitable with calendars. 

The Monthly General Meeting is held 
on the second Thursday night of each 
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month, and is usually well attended. Members 
are welcome to all meetings of course, but 
the Monthly General Meeting is the most 
important as it is there that members have 
most opportunity to make an input to and 
help direct the direction of their Club. 
Clinics and talks, slide and video shows and 
eneral ‘round table’ meetings are always 
eld, which is part of the cameraderie and 
‘mateship’ which belonging to AMRA entails. 
The program for the first quarter of 1991 
(say that backwards!) is as follows: 


JANUARY 

24 Thurs Show and Tell - bring alon 
anything suitable and ‘show and tell’ a 
about it 


FEBRUARY 

28 Thurs Tape/slide/video/audio/aural 
night 

MARCH 

28 Thurs Illustrated talk by Ted Ward 
on the relationship between model railways 
ane ite prototype, it’s closer than you 
think: 


RTB is quoted as having known a 
modeller who was so fat that every time he 
tried to stand up, he rocked himself to 
sleep! 


HELP WANTED 


Occasionally, we get drawings 
submitted to Journal that require 
redrawing. Is there a 
draughtsman out there willing 
to assist? Drawings can be be 
done twice final size as I have 
the facilities to photo reduce. If 
you can assist, even if only once 
a year and with plenty of notice, 
drop me a line. 

Also, a stop press item. The 
editorial cut off for the next 
issue is Friday 22 February. 

Just a word on photographs. 
Colour prints can only be 
accepted for reproduction if they 
are of good quality. The cost of 
screened bromides is increasing 
and it is no longer worthwhile to 
try to print poor quality photos. 


Roger Lloyd 


GREEN BOARD 
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A small holding system made up of S i Q PEK 
interchangeable heads and bases is 


now available for the hobbyist who 
wants to hold any model during Some items for the hobbyis 


the assembly, cleaning or repair 
stages. The vises come ina variety 7am 
of sizes all of which pan, tilt and © = 
lock in any position. Photographs 
of several models give some idea of 
the various options. 
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The cable holder below providesa ™ 
third hand. Scope Laboratories =*; 
have released a wire separator 
and holding attachment for their 
Panavise range. Shown is the 
Model 359 holder acting as a 
Spare pair of hands presenting 
cables to a technician connecting 
them to a P.C. board. Also 
illustrated is the rubber jawed 
Model 366 wide opening (150mm) 
vise suited to holding a variety of 
irregular shaped connectors. The 
ball joint lets you tilt or rotate to 
any convenient position for 
inspecting or soldering. The suction 
type vacuum base Model 380 can 
be locked instantly onto any smooth 
bench top. 


CORDLESS SOLDERING 


A 60 Watt cordless soldering iron 
is available from Scope 
Laboratories. This Australian 
made tool is powered by two 
nickel cadmium cells capable of 
delivering between 40-140 solder 
joints from 3 overnight recharger 
options. . 


For further information contact: 


SCOPE LABORATORIES 


Telephone: (03) 338 1566 
Fax: (03) 338 5675 
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GOODBYE Journey into the Future. 
TO OLD The 
controtiER?| |= \\j| 77 Faseaman|| 


poe Nor! Multi-Train Control System | 


Track diagram of our Fleischmann 
Exhibition Layout (200 x 140 cm). It 
has run over 100 hours at capital 
city exhibitions on FMZ with just 2 
wires to the track. 


©» Goodbye to Old Controller? 

: No, because with FMZ the FLEISCHMANN multiple train control system it is not only possible 

to run many FMZ engines, but at the same time you can run your conventional DC engines 
independently on the same tracks. 

In HO - fits most brands of locomotive. 

Now in 'N' gauge - factory fitted locomotives only. 

a The speed and the direction of your older FLEISCHMANN engines is still controlled by your conventional controller. 

Ne The FMZ engines are operated with the convenient hand-held controllers for practical one hand operation. 

Conventional technology and digital FMZ operation enhance each other when using the FMZ system. When FMZ 

couplers are used, as many DC engines as there are blocks, can be operated with one conventional controller. When the } 
blocks are controlled by signals, the FMZ engines will of course also obey the signals. 

From the start FMZ offers a lot more. For example it's possible to set acceleration and deceleration rates for every FMZ 
engine in 8 stages, so that when altering the speed with the hand-held controller, the speed of the engine will change 
gradually with simulated inertia. 

Whole routes through stations or yards can be programmed: more than one turnout can be activated at once by the push 
of a button. : 

. Operation is very easy .. . in other words its USER FRIENDLY!!! : 
he FMZ and conventional technology ideally combined: FMZ transformer, FMZ central unit and 4 hand-held controllers 

for the operation of FMZ engines, conventional controller for DC engines. Up to 32 FMZ engines can run at the same 

time, with 8 of these directly controlled via the hand-held slide controls. , ' 
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ey SOLE AUSTRALIAN AGENTS FOR: FLEISCHMANN, BRAWA, BEMO, 
~~ | SOMMERFELDT, ROSKOPF, NOCH, VOLLMER, HAG, REPA, METROPOLITAN, 
VRC 4 Omod ? SALFORD VIDEOS, KRAUS CLIPS/TOOLS, SEUTHE SMOKE GENERATORS 
: . : Catalogues and price lists for above brands available from 
Lf Cr | buto lf “all good hobby shops" 
; | Fax No. (048) 721 183 
_ TRADE & GENERAL ENQUIRIES TO P.O. BOX 388, MITTAGONG 2575 —- TELEPHONE (048) 712 966 


